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Pp. ee EFAC E. 


Mong afi the Difcoveries 
‘that have been made 
inthis Age, of: the Books 
_ that had ‘been-efteemed 
“loft, there is none, fince 
| a thatof the Epiftle of St. 
Clemens, that has been received with 
‘more joy than this of Latantius’s Book - 
of the Death o He the Perfecutors , for 
Which the World is -beholding to the 
happy Induftry of the moft learned 
Baluzius, who having found this trea- 
‘fure, not only communicated. it to 
the World, ‘but enriched it with his 
learned Notes : By which he has added 
a new Ejfay, to the many that have 
already appeared, of his } great Siriceri- 
ty , his profound ‘Learhing, and of 
his ‘folid Judgment : ‘Ie has ‘been fince 
that time reprinted at Oxford , with 
fhorter Notes ; in.which there are ma- 
ny ha PPY ~— made ee 
up- 
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foorlying fome-of the Words that were 


worn out of the Manufcript Copy, and 


for correcting fome Paffages, which 


tle Cupyer perhaps. writ wrong, and it 
is upon that Edition that this Tranfle- 
tion is-made. | 
_. "The Importance of this Book will 
te eafily apprehended, by thofe who 
confider ‘that Ladéantins was the po- 


Jueft Writer.of his time, in whom 


"one finds-fomewhat very like Auguftss’s 
Age ‘revived 3 he had alfo particelar 
 Opfertumiies of being well informed 

‘af his Subject ,. by the Poft to which 
"The was advanced in Conftantine’s Court, 
of being his Son’s Tutor. It is true, his 
Elcquence carries him,,.often into 
itrains thar. become an Orator, better 


than a,4.forian: for he has'a heat of 


‘ftilé,-thae ought’not to. be, imitated 
by one that would write Hiffory. Bue 


"he feems, to have defigned this Book to — 


be a mixed. foge.of writing, between 
| a Difcourje and a. Hiftory ; fo ‘that the 
Figures thar agree not tothe one, may 
be allowed totheother,  - 
’ The account that he gives of Saint 
Peter’s coming to Rome, cuts off the 
Faile of his being there for five and 
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twenty years: but if.what he f ays of 
things at fo great a diftance from his 
OWn time, is not thought fo Authe-- 
tical, and if his Authority feems not 
ftrong enough to cut off all thofe Per- 
fecutions that are faid to have rifen be. 
tween Domitian’s Reign and Deci:ts’s. 
fince he reprefents ‘all that Interval as 
a time of a long Peace to the Chrifians ; 
yet we muft at leaft fuppofe him to 
have been: much better informed of 
. that which fell out during the /a# Per- 
fecution , fo that the beginning which 
he affigns to it cuts off all thofe Le- 
 gends of Martyrs, that (as is pretend- 
ed) fuffered. before that year, and as | 
we cannot doubt of the time in which 
he tells us the Perfecution began, fo no 
‘more ought we to callin queftion the - 
Limits that he fets to it; and therefore ' 
fince he tells us, that Conftance order- 
ed only, that the Churches in which 
the Cbriftiens held « their Aff: emablies, 
fhould be pulled down, and that he 
would not carry the Perfecurion fur- 
ther againft the Chriffians themfelves ; 
‘and fince he excepts the Games out of 
~ thofe Provinces that fele the Fury of 
thofe Ediés, we fee what a number of 
| A ee a 
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- Legends there are to be cut off For 
. the truth is, that very foon after this 


Se a was over, fome that loved 


either to make (or at [eaft to'report } 


very tragical Stories. concerning it, 


feemed to give no Bounds to their In-— 
vention upon a Subject that was ‘froit- 


ful enough of itfelf, and fo needed not 


to have been {welled up by fuch Ad- | 
ditiens. The Deftruction of the Re-* 


cords that the Chrifians kept, which 


were fo carefully fearched.after during - 


this Perfecution, gave fame colour for 
thofe pretended Difcoveries; for it 
ferved turn to give them credit, to 
fay, that fuch Relations had been pre- 


ferved from the Searches of thofe In-. 


guifitors, and fo that they were by ac- 
cident found out in fome corner, where 
very probably thofe that forged them, 
both laid them and found them : and 


the matter would no doubt have been 


received with more Credit , if fome, 


Dream or Vifion had been pretended, 


as that which had made the DifCovery. 


- Of all thofe Legesds none is more, co- 


pious, nor lefs credible than that of 


the Thebean Legion , and that upon. 
many accounts ;. butas the filence, noe” 


only 


| 
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only. off Bu/sbins and:Sulpitias Severus, . 
 bat:of all the other Writers ofthe: 
Fourth Century » gave a joft Prejudice: 
againft a Story ‘that begun not to ap- 
pear tillthe middle of the fifth Century ; 
fo the pofirive Teftimony of Lafian~ 
tins, who excepts: the Gaules ‘from the: 
Perfesution, puts an:end to the Fable, — 
For tho. he: thews fo great a difpof« 
 thon.t0 {peak welk of Comffance, thac 
thismay feem to leffen-‘the Authority of 
one, who to make‘his Court with the 
Son, would naturally raife the Father’s 
Character; yet fo remarkable a tran& 
action as that was, could not have been 
fuppreft with’ any fort of: Decency, by 
one. that muft have certa niy heard of 
it, if ‘it was true. me 
The falfe appearance of a greatnefs. 
of mind, that was inferred from Diocle- © 
 fian’s refigning the Empire, is alfo ta- 
Ken: off by this Relation, fiance ict is 
plain, that both Dioclefian’s Brain was 
turned, and that he was forced to ic ; 
fo that his Refienaticn was not the E’< 
fe of his Philofophy, bute of the Unnae 

| tural Ambition of bis Son in Law Maxi 
- WiaA 2 ok aot a a 
© Tho Subjedt of. shis Difcomfe, and 
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the Application to which a Thanfia- 
tien of ic tyed me, together with the 
prefent fcene of affairs,led my mind very: 
naturally into more genera} thoughts. [f | 


the Ciaracters of thofe Ancient Perfe- 
cutor:, fuch as tbhefe, that they had de- 


 jivered themfelves up to all the Bru. 
talities of fenfual Pleafure, thas they 
had ruined their Subjects: by fevere: 
Impofitiens for maintaining vaft’ Armies, 
that they had in their Wars fhewed:- 
more care than: was decent in-prefer-. 


ving themfelves out of all danger, that 
they. were weak to the moft excef- 


_ five Flatteries, the ProfufenefS of their 


Expence in the raifing of -coftly Build: 
ings ,- their great Succe/s in a courte of: 
many years, their Superftitious and 
Feartul Tempcrs, and to crawn ail, the 
Crueity that they practifed in the Per- 


_ fecytion, to which they were uneafily 


/ 


drawn, and tn which they. begunat firft 
with requiring all to abjure, befidés 
many other particulars; all thefe,, I 
fay, infenfibly carry ones choughts to. 
make Parallels between. fome Modern 
Perfecutors,. and thofe that ‘are here 


. fee forth: But if the refpecd due to. 


ther fablime CéaraGer', .dnakes One 
: ia, of drive 
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_ drive away thofe lefs decent ar es of 
this mind, to which he is carried te- 
fore: he is aware, yet the Importance 
‘of. this matter leads to fpeculations 
that are more Genera}, and by confe- . 
quence lefs offenfive. And fince the 
Melancholly State of things at pre/ert 
Carried me in thofe Intervals in wh'ch 
~ d difcontinued the. dry work of tran:- 
lating , to confider the. grounds on 
which. thofe. cruel and perfecuting 
Doéirines and Praéices are founded, to- 
_ gether with the Motives from which 
they rife , the Characters that accom- 
‘pany .them, and :the Effects that fel- 
Jow them; I.thought I might be for: 
given little, if I took the liberty ro 
‘fwell up the bulk of this fmafl Bock 
‘with a Preface of fome Iength ; in 
which my. defign. is.not only to ex- 
pofe this if] natured Principle, ane 19 
thew, that where ever it is authorized, 
.it is. a more infallible mark of an Ans 
vichriftian Church-, than all the other 
Characters. are of an Infallibie Churcts, 
to which thofe pretend, that have ad 
them/elves fo red in the ilood vf 0- 
thers ; but Ikewve to form tn ae 
Minds of thofe who hate Perfecs EL 10H y* 
AG perhaps 
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perhaps only becaufé they either feel 
ic, or are afraid of it, fuch a Notiot 
of this Matter, as may preferve themt 
from falling into the fame Exceffes if 
a Revolution in the State of Affairs 
fhould put it in their Power to ufe 


others as hardly as they have been wfed . 


by them. It has ‘been often obferved, 


that tho a Plea for Moderation 6 the 


Sanctuary of ali the Unfortunate, yet 
their Fortunes came no fooner to be 
changed, bur that they infenfibly got 
into that Principle which ‘was fo:much 
decried ‘by themftives, when: their 


Affairs were in ari ifl-condition’: ‘ds if. 


the only quarrel that they had to Per- 


Jecutiin, was' becaufe they had not‘the 


managing of ic themfelves. I will-treat 
this Subject with all che clofenefs that 


the Matter deferves, or that dm ca | 


pable of ; and will avoid the ferving up 
what I am to propofe, with the gar- 
nifhings of the fine Sayings of otbers:: 


for as that would carry me too far, fo 


a good Reafon is fo much a better thing, 
than a round Period, or a laboured 
Sentence, that the Mind finds it felf 
fatisfied with the one, whereas the Fan- 
cy is only pleafed with the orber. . a 


~~ 
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OoAM Perftution sif@qoot of ant Ime 
patience of (pire, - which: makes 9 man 
fefS able.td bear Contradiction. There 
is a ‘Tyranny in moft ‘mens nature, 
which makes thenx defire.to fabdue all 
others by. the ftrengeh of their under- 
Randinge ) and: fact men have an im- 
plagable hatred cd aff that: do not ren- 
dei therh(dives to thei Reafons; and 
think ehat chey are affronted when o- 
ther men refafe.co.fubmit to them: fo 
chac be who: would. firike: at Perfecuti- | 
ov-iy itt root, mf begin: here, and 
ondeavour co foftin: men ,* afpeciafly | 
sownnds thofe: who differ from -them in 
| matters of Religion. ‘This Imperious 
temper, when-it works upon Subjects 
of Religion, ‘finds fomewhat to raife 
its {plech ,ichat wwas: of ic {elf Impe- 
tuous enopgh ibéferé 5 and that ‘whieh 
is: called Fury and Rage when it is im- 
. ployed in other Di/putes, comes to be 
 , galled Zeal when it is turned towards 
the iar that: felate- to another 
World. are 
. Bue when we seiedaline what a fub- 
lime thing Divine Truth ‘is; and what 
a poor low thing the Adind of Maen is, 
We fhall fee -caufe to blunta. little the 
oes A 5 cdge 
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€dge of our. Spirits ; if-they, are too 
fharp in (uch' matters. Maa-is-‘much 
-governed by: Fancy, and Fancy. fokt 


lows the texture.;of.the Animal Spies - 


Tits, which renders many more .capay 
ble of apprehending Objects: that are 


fome way:' proportioned-to them, and 
_ More. difpofed to. follaw:themy & 


that Temper prepares meh for.) forme 


Opinions, and: prepofleffes them a- - 


gaink others. With the greater part of 
mankind ; , Edaestiqn:is fo powerful’; 
that they'are fearce able ever tq over- 
come.it ;, and if:Edycation and; Fem- 


per have hie togecher; it. wl require 
_ avery extraordinary elevation, to refcue 


a Man from their force, "Men like- 


wife receive with their: Impreffions of 


Religion fuch’ a refpeét for. them, ag 


_ Makes them look on. every. thought 


that calls chem in: queftion ‘as_crimi- 
nal: and when perfons are-bred up to 
difquiet themfelves_ wich Scruples, if 
they have,fo much: as; made-a doube 


of their Relsgion, it is not hard 40. fee | 


them adhere fo -firmly:.to-the Prigcé- 
ples of their Education, which ftick- {4 
faft co the worft fort of men, that e-. 


ven Arheifs theméelyes. after all the 


- J) pains 


‘ 
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pains they’ take to’ get rid -of ehem-s 
eanttot flake chem off) {0 entirely} 
but: chat they will-bé apt to return oft 
‘upon them. -Men that think much, 
‘and that’ Reafon: well, that are freed 
from the biafs. that Intereft, Honour, 
Kindred, atid:Cuftom, do.-give tient, | 


. ‘g@ndkthas fave deiflire: to-examine mat- 


‘tets ‘caréfully, may indeed: get above 
all thefe: yerthere are fo few that can 
‘do.this, and there are yet fo much _ 
fewer that will do ie ; that. ic is rather 

‘a Wonder to fee: fo many ‘change: -their 
‘Perfwafions, than to fee fo: few, do-it. 
‘And indeed it is-fo fublime a Zbeory -t0 
think on God,: and bis ‘Attributes ‘and 


_ -Works, or to think of another State, 


and of the Way that leads-to it, thet 
till God fusmhes: out a tiew Miflion of 
\Apoftles with a Meafure of -thofe. Bx- 
_-traordinary . gifts,.which héipoured out 
on the Great Pextecoft,“it.is not eafe - 


| tO imagine how the. Converfion . of 


‘Heathen Nations fhould be made. For 


. tho the Idvlatry of fome of:thefe.is ex- 


ream: grofs, yet their:Priefs have firch 
cSymbolical fignifications: for all thefe | 


_ Rites, that they do: much diminith 


-the horror which is: raifed: by the-fint © 
oe. | Az | fight 
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fight ‘of shena ia the minds sof Serasr 
gors.; and fince she-chief gratindanpes 
gwhich-we prove the|Chrifith Religtntl 
are taken from. the ‘Prophesi¢s in- the 
Old Tefamem, and their sAtcomplife- 
ment.im the New, from the Bwidence 
-hat was given -gancennings the: Afira- 
oles the. Deathy; and the Befarsettion tf 
hrift , which we -confirn tfam:the 
-Cellateral Proofs of the Srate ef that 
time, of the writings of the. Enennes 
of this Religion, and of that Suceeflien 
pf ‘Authorg thet i all- the: Ages that 
have patt fince, have. mentioned. thot 
 amatrers, and cited the Booknwhich we 
thold -te be Divine. All this is fo evr 
ent to thofe who cas. make the Ea- 
quiry, that it is ftrange to find haw 
jany One cam withitand:it ; ‘but to B4r- 
-bavians,. who know nothing of it, and 
“who-have no’ Way of Informing .them- 
_efelves concerning it, afl this can fignt+ 
‘fie nothing. So. that in order to the 
convincing ther underftandings , (for 
-] donot treat of Gods fecret iviethods 
;in touching their Confciences) I .do 
shot f€e how: we -fhould expect that 


- they fhonld yield eafily, unlef there © 


were a new Power of working Mire- 
| . cles 
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eles wanferted on thofe-whe labour jp 
this work. And what nove,foever the 


Msffioner ies maly make with their. | ras . 


eles in shofe remote pasts, jt,is plain, 
' thefe.are all Impoftures ; for the moft 


_neceffary of all other Adrecles for the © 


Converfion of ftrenge Nations, being she 
Gift of Forngues, with which the Ap 


the ups 
were {fo -wondarfolly. furnifhe. ar rit, 


and:fince they afl sre foreed:to.acknew- | 


Tedg, rhat this is wanting to them, we 


have all poffible reafon to conclude, . 


. that God would not change his Me- 


thods,! or :qualifie men.co work Won, 7 


ders, and sas give them that, which is 


- both the moft fenfitle,and the mof. ne-— 
ful of all others, towards that end for 


which he authorifes them. .. : 

. But to return from this: digreffion, 
aman is {carce the Mafter,of-hs.owz 
thovghts: Habit. Conftitution, and 


other things do fo congar, that he can- 


not open his eyes to new Objects, nor 
fee them in a new Light, other than 
that in which he:has been -accuftomed 
to view them ; .and a Mancan no more 
change his notions of things, becaufle 
a fet of new Opinions would accom- 
modate him better, than he can phage 

. the 
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the relifh chat his fenfés, his ear or his 


_ -taft has in theix objects; a man may-pre- 


varicate, but he ftill thinks as he thinks ; 
and cannot think otherwife, becaufe he 
would have himfelf do fo: Buc ifaman 


Ys ‘not the mafter of his own mind, 


much lefs is any other man the’ Mafter 
of ic. No man has that Superiority. 
over any other mans reafon, as to ex- 
pect,. that it fhould always accommo- 


date it felfto his : and the fevereft ex- 
 ercife of Tyranny muft ftill leave the 


thoughts’ at liberty: the forcing a 
than to fay , or do otherwife than he 
thinks, by threatnings, the execution 
of which 1s above his force to endure, 


. fs only the delivering over fuch a perfon 


to the rack of his own ConfCcience here, 


and to all thofe miferies hereafter,which 


multbe tlie portion‘of Hypocrites, and 
of ‘Diffemblers with .Gcd-or Man. 


Nor is there fuch an infallible diftin- 


ction in one-mans nature from another, 
that the one is more like to be in the 
right than the other: Since therefore, 
among afl thofe that differ, fome mut 
be in the wrong, thofe that have the 


power intheir hands, may poffibly be 
of the wrong fide, and in that cafe all. 


ther 
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their Severity is.turned againft the 
Fruth, and thofe. who believe it. And 
fince God makes the Sun to fhine, and - 
_ the Rainto fall on the juft as well as the 
_ unyuft, Gideons reafoning may be. ap- 
plyed to this matter, if Baal as God, 
let him plead for bimfelf ; and the force 
of Gamaliels Argument, that if it is 
of Men, it will come to nought ; and 
if i it'is of God, we muft-not fizbr acainft 
him; As it filenced an Afferbly of very < 
- fierce Perfecutors, fo it is full as ftrong 
now, as it was then: For Reafon ts: 
Eternal, and changeth not. It feems. 
alfo plain » that thofe Actions. which: 
concern humane Society ;belong indeed 
to the Authority. of the Magiftrate ; 
but that our thoughts,,. with relation 


to God, :and firch adigns. as, arife out .. 


of thofe thoughts, and in which others 
- have no intereft,. are Gods immediate 
_Provinoe ;and.-can belong to no-o- 
_ ther Jarifdidion. | , God only, knows our 
thoughts, as he alone can change them ; 
fo that a Magiftrate by. encroaching: 
upon them, breaks in ypon Gods pro- 
priety, and upos.that effential rightjof 
humane nature, of wogthipping . God 
according. to. pur convictions which 
i ee is 


ro Th PREFACE. 
isin us Antecedent to all humane Go-’: 
verament; and can never. pecome fub-. 


ject to it... 
Bur. if: the General Theories a 


‘the nature of man, give a very favoq-. 


‘ 


rable view of what is now advanced, — 


the characters of the Cor.ji:am Religion 
aad the many exprefs Texts that arein 
it, fhould determine this matter more 


-_ pofitively. The. Religion revealed by. 
Mbfes confifted in Temporal Prom:/es,. 


_ an Earthly Canaan, and all the bleflings 
of this life; fo that fince the Fews had 


all thefe things by vertue of that Cove. 


Mant, it was-very reafonable.that'g vio-: 
lation of. chat Lew fthould imfer .a. 


_ forfeirare of all thofe Rights that. the: 
“fews. held by vertue of it; and:there-" 


fore it was as.juit , shat.a “Few fhould 
have been put todeath for the violation 
of thofe Laws, as it is-lawfal for us to 
_ para'man to death, . thae. coins-or clips. 
Money: Yet as for’ Opisiéns. the ‘cafe 
was different, evern.among the fews : 
And therefore, tho the Dodrines of the 
Sadduces fteuck: at se Foundations of 
atl Religion, . the P rifeesy when they! 
had ee t hand ,< never ‘carried 
the-antateer 19 fare 00 procvegd to ex 

tremities 
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tremities againft them. But what Se 
Verities foever might have agreed with 
the Mo/aical difpenfation, they feem to- 
_ beall out of doors under the Chriftian: 
Religion ; which gives us mo Earthly — 
Canaan, no Temporal Blefings, ner 
the Rules for Ciwil-Society : But having 
found the World in the poffeffion of 
their Temporal Rights, it only came . 
' to fuperadd to thofe the Doctrines and 
Rules of a* Divine Difcipline, ‘upon: 
which the Happinefs,or Mifertes of ~ 
another State do depend. Now itfeems. 
to be an uncontefted Rule in Juftice, 
‘that itt whatfoever Society one is enga-' ~ 
ged, the Violation of the Lawsof that: 
Society can only’ infer a Forfeiture of’ 
alf that one had of might have expected 
by Vertue of ie: But this cannot be car- 
ried fo far, as to make one forfeit alt” 
that-he holds by vertue of any other 
Society co which he belongs; and — 
theréfore , fince we hold our Témsporat 
Eftates and Liberties’, not by vertue of 
our Chrijtianity, but as we are the 
Members of the’ State or Kingdom to 
which we belong, our doing any thing 
that is orly contrary to ott ei) 
may welt-make us er 
ee ong 
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longs to us by vertue of our Bapti/mal 
Cevenant ; but this ought not to be car- 
ried fo far as to cut off thofe Rights 
‘thac:we have antecedent to our Chri: 
flianity, as we .are Men, and. the Sxd- 
gects. of a Civil Government. Our Sa- 
viour confirmcd all this by faying. that 
bis Kingdom was uot of this World ; that 
he came not to deftroy, but to fave ; and 
by giving this Rule of Juftice. of doing 
to others that which we would have 
oibers do to us:. which would foon let 
_ all Perfecutors fee how differently they 
act toit: but above all, our Saviour‘has 


made the Doétrines of Adcehne/s and. 


Charity, fuch main Ingredients. in his 
Gofpel, that he has- made. them the 


Charaéters. by which his Di/ciples’ may | 
be every where known ; and this Spirit © 
of Love is fo diffufed through the whole. 
Writings of the N. Tefament , that 


how hard foever ic may be to under- 


ftand fome of the other paflages. that. 


are in them, yet there is no ambiguity 
at all in thofe that fee this forth ; we 
are not only reftrained from ruining 
thofe who differ from us, but we are 
required to Jove them’, to -bear with 
them, and to deal with. them in the 

. —— ee ‘Spirit 
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ich of Mecknefi: there are fome of the 

Epiftles that do not mention feveral ‘of. 
fie Duties Incumbént on Chriffians, 
yet there is not one, how fhort foever, 
in ‘which this of Love is not propoféd, 
"in terms that are both ftrong and -ten- 
- der 3 and while the Charch: of ‘Corinth 
was almoft rent afunder by a variety of | 
Opinions, ‘and by the different’ Parties — 
that followed the feveral Teachers that 
had been among them; St. Paul does 


‘ not enter much into the: Grounds of . ' 


’ their Difputes, but recommends: Love 


and Charity to them, interms that fhew 


how much he-himfelf was inflamed — 
‘while he writ them ;-and-he is carried 
_ into all- the captures of a Divine Efo-. 
“qnenice that fo: tranfporting’ a. ‘Subject 
could infpire : “Se Fibn, lived fo Iong'as 
' to'fee'a preat d deal'of the fir fervour-of 
‘the Chtiftian Religion Macken 5 “but 
- when he writ to revive that Spirit, the 
’ Argument upon which he dwéls chief 
dy, isto perfwade'all t0 love one aerher, 
' and-He does that in thefoftelt and thoft 
“mhelting- terms ‘that’ carr be « imagined. 
"The Controverfy concerning ‘the Obe 
ligation’ thac Jay on: the Genri/es -for 
em the 34 = ae was Inde ed | 


by 
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by the. Apafles againtt the Fudailers, 
and the rences that depended on 
that Gontroverfy were fuch, that Saint 
Paul thews, they went fofar as to make 
void the Death of Ghrif ; yet the fame 
_nApoftle is gentle to rhofé that withoyt 
 feeing theextent of thefe:confequences, 
* were. catrigd away: by,thofe Judaifers : 
.§a.that he acknowledges, that in their 
..gbferving them .frem.a.gaod motive, | 
"they were, acceptable to God ; and that 
asthe Kiygdom Af. Gods ,OF the Gofpel, 
confited -not.in. thofe {Crupulous Di- 
-sftinGions of Aects.and of Drinks, but 
bu Rightegufse(s, Peace, and Fay in the 
' Eloly Ghoft; fo.he adds, that every.mgn 
_was,to endeavour to be fully perfua- 
aided in his, awa. raind , >and was,not to 
. gudge; his Brother sin fach matters, bue 
: £0. leaye him .to. the Judgment of God. 
..‘Phis-way-of managing a Contgoverfie, 
_thatiwas of {uch j importance, and that 


. Was maintained with fo ftiff.an Oppo- | 


_ fition,, even to. that.extraordinary Ap- 
thority that-was lodged in the Apoftles, 
youghe.to have been ithe meafure.upon 
Which all:thefucceeding Ages of the 
Church ought to have formed them- 
 felves ; and-when the dpo/t/es, that. bad 

- | "> an. 
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oo 


—- ical 


en! infallible Affifence:, ahd foumight 
fiave {poken-ima ‘train of -4 bigher Aw 
thoritythan: any that ‘have ote ‘after 
them, “yer thought: fit’'to freat of tha 
Wiatters:infioh an humble and — 
“f¥ite s Khofe “who cannot -pretend 
ach. .direcdidn, ought nots to pie 
fuponthem todiGate,’ and: to shreatiin 
and ie thee ‘who difier:: trom 
': Ot. dt isindedd-andmmwfing thing, so:fee 
how unudh the ChriftibmCbhanthdhas de- 
ipartedifrem -that Rattetn’:And-when | 
vohe: confiders she fisftbheginnings of che 


_ 2 Cbrifianand the Mahomet an:Relgionne 


eos ae il a an ~~ 


is notia fictke-furprifed to fee-the ¢ghah- - 
ogesthat have-befalien‘both, The-blef . 
-fed: Author of our ‘Hely Religion, as. be 
o Meare 1Ratreradtor blumilicy andiChasi- 
: Cy, for heiorassesede perfect through Suffe- 
{ringers dods his Refezion, -2s'tt.cortsains 
« Breceptsifvirable to the Example that 
_the gave;which are fetrdown in the phai- 
--neft ‘and moft_pesfuadiog: Ex)iréflions 
+ poflible,fa-it gained its: -firt: Glory: in 
> the-‘Wosld, and -@htained ite. chief 
:: Triumphs over sit;, by the sdeckne/s 
and Gentlene(s, and the Leveand Cha- 


rity of thafe- who embraced it : On:the 


contrary, 


— 


‘ fir Followers , that notwithftanding 
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‘contrary, the Mobemetun Religion be- 
-ganin the Perfon of that:Jmpoftor, wrk 
‘all the Fiercenefs of rage, and was car> 
‘ried on by. the Sword, by which Ada 
‘bomet pretended ‘that he was fent of 
‘God tooonvert the World:: The Na+ 
‘tions that. have received. the Atabometus 
‘Redipton > are : by: their: Confticutton 
frouph. atid batvarous : And yet how 


fhameful a reverfe of the firft begin- | 
cnings ofthe tad: ReligionLis-but too ve 
-fible tothe World :'The Mabormetans th | 


facourte’ of feveral Ages are'fo: much 
‘ fofsned; that. inftedd of: that: cruelty 


“with which: their ‘Religion appeared at 
> firlt, they are now fo gentle, that rhofé 


- of @Religion, ‘which believes theirs to 


‘sbeonly ‘an Impoftare, tive fecure un- 


idershem, und‘ kdow the Brice'that the 


~.Liberty of their: Con{cionve omoft rife to: 


- and that being:payed, ‘ tley enjoy in all 
‘ other.-refpects the Protection -of the 


‘Government , together with: the pu- | 


t blick Exercife of their: Religion : Where- 
Ktiag’ On the other hand, that‘part of the 


“Chrifian’ Ghurch, “that pretends’ the 


“higheft, ‘has {0 far departed from the 
-Meeknefs of its “Author; and of ‘his 


all 


‘ - 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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all the polifhings of Learning and Ci- ~ 


vility that are init, it % now the crt- 
elleft and the moft implacable Socsety 
that has ever yet appeared in the World: 
if there were no other Evidences but 
this fingle one, it is enough to demon- 
{trate, how much that Body has de- 
parted from its firft Inftitution: and 
if our Saviour has given us a fhort 


Abridgment of the Character of the 
_ Devil in thefe two Qualities, -that be'% 


a Lyar and a Murderer, thenany Body of 


’ Men, that has decreed, that Faith 1 not 
to be kept to Hereticks, and that has alfo 


decreed the Murder of fo many Innocent 
Perfons, who have done nothing -a- 


| a that Civil Society to which they 
é 


long, that deferves a Forfeiture of - 
their Lives; fuch a Body, I fay, if 
we, may take our Saviour’s Character 


for a Rule, looks more like the Fol- 
lowers of that fallen Spirit, than the 


_ Body of which the Lamb of God is the 


Head. And when we confider the 


plain and exprefsWords, in which the . 
- great Duties of a Holy Life are deli- 


vered in Scriptute, but moft particular» 
ly thofe of Leve and Charity, and the 
Darknefs that are in many-other Paf- 

Be fages 
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dages of which the meaning fs tore 
qb, it looks like an und¢coun- 
table Perverfenef$, to fee Men, who ftill 
préténd to-niake that Book their Rule, 
yet to-be fo vifibly faulty in'executing 
the one, and fo ex¢eflively fevere in 
impofing the other, of which | fhall 
Pie my felf to give one fingle In- 
Mancee 
’ Pope Léo the Tenth in the Reformes 
tion that he fét out, with the concur. 
rence of the Lateran Council, order’d 
a fevere Proftcution to be. made of all 
Hereticks, and that‘all the Labs again 
them fhould be ‘put in execution = 
bit at the fame time, he order’d fuch 
flight Punifhment againft thofe  thag 
thoutd wilfully and ‘publickly Blafpheme 
. Gedand Chrit, evén tho they relapfed 
in it over and over again, that it is plain 
. dehad nd mind to deter Men with’ too 
mich Severity from thie pradtice. of 
that which was fo ‘commdn ip hig 
own Court : ‘a finall Fine, or ‘the Foy- 
féitnre of the Profits of a Betiefice, is 
allthePanifiinent that he Iaid on: the: 
oiie, even When Cleryy'meg ‘relapfed in 
at. . This'may fErve to fiéw, that tho 
naturally ‘one ls apt to think Bla/phemy. 
, | @ much 
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f tetuch lore heinous Crime than Bere 
ret a Pope ye, together with | a Council, 
Mee “they. Pretend © was .' Gener 
made a Diftine ion in the punifhing. 
them, ‘which ig ey Tittle | for their 
‘Hopoor. ° | 
“The: Cheiptiois git, durtig’ the firf 
| “Ages, ‘declare ‘hig ly againgt -all Crake 
2 ‘ox the “Account : i ne Difference of 
Perfaafion in matters’ of Religion = and 
tho their Intereft N. jaturally. led’ them'to 


this; yet we pafs ; a’ very, ‘hard Judgment 


“on Heep pine if we rae ae they 
Sid only sOf uh hat. becgiife the 
nae Hadds pe tifelr 


eo, - @ iF. 


ponmene s0f the Eup aad it itis 


’ pleafant ‘to. fee how the Heathens, that 
had. fo. long perfecuted the Chriftians, 
arta. that had” épatkived the fevereft of 
Bees oh Liner “ann Julian, which 
Very: “Pegbably be 4 ad “pur in‘ execu- 


open his. Pofas Eatin. faw the 
Bate of “ no {ooner alteréd, thar 
B2._ _ they 


————E— 
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they. began to. imploy all their Ffe- 
uence'in the behalf of Toleration , ag 

i Liberty of Confcience had beer an ef 


{ential Right of Mankind, ftom which 
they ought hever to be cut Off : ‘and 


they carry’d this-{6 ‘far, as to‘pretend, 
that a differeacs in Religsen tends more 
‘to the Honour of God, than an’ Uni- 
formity in it could do: and fo they fan- 
cied, that a variety in it was acceptabfe 


‘toGod. a 
- ~ The firlt Severity that’ Cbriftiass 
practiled upon one anorher, -was the 


banifhing of Arius, and a few of his 


Followers: it muft be acknowledged, 
‘that this feems to be the utmoft extérit 
Of Civil Authority in thofe matters’ : 


for certainly a Government may ‘put 


fac Perfons out of its Proteétion, ‘that 


are Enemies to its Peace, and fo ba- 


‘nifh them upon great oc¢afions, gi- 
ving them leave to fell their Eftates, 
_ and to carry away with them aff thac 
_. belongs to them; yet this being all 
that any Humane Government’ can 
‘claim, it ought not to be applied too 


eafily nor rafhly, tillit is vifible; that 
all other Remedies are ineffectual, and 


. that the Publick Safety can be no other 


{ 


| 
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way fecured: but tho this'feverity 2- 
gaint Arins had no great effects, yet 
the Avians had no fooner the Power — 
im: their hands, than they put in pra- 
tice firft all the Contrivances of Craft 
ond: Fraud, together with many lefs 
crying Violences- under Conftance , 
and they carried this afterwards to a 
More open Perfecution. under Valens , 


-and after that, both in Spain and -Afrsck, 


it appeared, that a cruel Spirit was fo 
4dnherent in that party,. that it fhewed 
it {elf as oft as ever-they hadit in their - 
Power: but while Valens perfecuted 
fa his Divifion of the Empire, it is ob- 
ferved ,. ‘that. Waleminian his Brother 
thought ic was enough to fupport the — 


jOrthodox ,. without perfecuting the 


other 5 Gratien carried the matter fur- 


ther, and tolerated ‘both. almoft equal- 


. Wy. _ And inthe happy turn under Thee- 


mont, at what pains was S. Gregory Na- 


‘Rbatean. ‘te reltrain the Orthodox from 
wetaliating. upon the 4rtas- the if 
» treatment. that they had fuffered from 
them: and not only the Novatians, but 
even the Arians, continued to have 
_theiriChurches in the: Imperial Cities. 
: Thesfink Intanceof the imploying the 


3 “Secular 


diany Outrages da. 
a oe ta 
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Secular Arm; againf, Hersijcks,, that 


was fet on by any-of the ee 
was under, the Reign. of, that bloody 


Tyrant Alexiwus, and. it was.managed 
by two -fuch. fcandalous. Bifhopsy shat 


their ill Lives. is no. fimall -Prejudire: a= 


gainftevery thing that. was-carried. on 


by fuch Inftrpments, This was con- 
denmed: by -the_ beft Bifrops. of tha 
Age, and the ill Effects of that Seve- 


rity are very Copionfly marked by he 


Hiftorian. -One-is unwilling, for the 
fake of thofe Ages, to reflect; on the 
Rigour that appears jn: fome. Lame 
shat are in the Codes, yetthe; mild ‘be: 


haviour of Atticus, Praclys, and fant 


othes Bifkops,-is marked -withitba grads 


 festhat weredue toit: and it, is probes 


ble, that thofe Lews were rather matle 
to 2 ia than that they faouid be Exes 
cute hae 

The Domatifisy alter. a- Goatelt of & 
bove -1.30-yeers-. continaasece, that: was 
managed. at firft more-geatly, -grew at 
jaft {o-fierce-and: intolerable, that net 
being contented : with their syn Ghur- 


-. ghes, abey broke-in upon the Chonches 


ef thpfe of the pees. 
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of the Bifseps, putting ove the Eyes 


of fome, and leaving others for dead +: 
The Rifbops ypon that-.confulted, whe. 
Seber they oughs to demand, not only the: 
#rmperaar’s. Protactiqn, byt the Apple 
ation of the Laws made again{t erg 

dicks to the Donanfs. St. Aajfin' and 
fome Bifbops oppofed this for fome 
time, but they yielded at lat: and thele- 
-Laws were fo. feverely executed, that 
mot only the Dopatifs thenfelves com, 

‘plained heavily of them, but St. duftin 
Hn feveral Letters that he writ,to the 
Magittrates upon this occafion,. made 

-the fame. Complaints ; che intsrgeded 

— eareably for the Dozatits ,. and 
~faid,. that se deradied amuph from the 
Flory of the Church, that. bad recesued. 


fe much Hewur. fron the Sufferings. of 


the Martyrs, te fee: o¢bers . uffer Mpags 


the account ef the Church: and he told - 
-them plainly, that if they did'nop pra- 
seed more medecately, the Bilhops moulgs 
sSedfer oll that could came wpen them from — 
“she Rage of the Tonatifis, rather than - 
wouglain any mare tp. thefe who ated fo 

rigqronfy. ~ ¥et though St. Agfs2 can-- 
~demned the Excefles of the C#pit Atq- 
_ &iftrates in fome Patticulars, he fet or | 
= B 4 Self 
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{elf to juftify Severity in General , 


when it was employed upon the account 
of Religion, agd all the moderate 
Pleadings for Lsberty, that are to be 


found either in Tertulsan, Cyprian, and 


more copioufly in our Author Latian- 
tins, with relation to Heathens, and 
the like Reafonings that are to be 
found in Athanafius, Hilary, and Luci- 
fer, with Relation to the Perfecu- 
tions of the Arians, were in a great 


_ meafure forgot 5 Saint Asftin had a 
. heat of Imagination, that was very 


copious, which way foever he turned 
it: and this was employed chiefly in ai- 
legorizing Scripture, fo ‘as to bring to- 


. gether a vaft number. of proofs for ¢- 


very caufe that he undertook; witit- 
Gut troubling himfelf to examine criti- 
cally what tffe true meaning of thofe 
Paffages might be :' and he is fo apt to 


run outin all his Reafonings into ex- 


ceflive Amplifications, and into all 
the Figures of copious.and uncorrect 
Eloquence, that it is no wonder to find’ 


| 


that Paflage of our Saviour in the Pa 


rable, Gompel them to enter in, with 
fome other Places twnifapplied on this’ 


‘@ecafion. fee, 8 ‘ 


- With 


fer 
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— ~ With that Father the Learning. of 
the Weftern Church fell very low, fo 
that his Werks came tobe more read in 
the fucceeding Ages, than the Wri- 
tings of all the other Fathers: and -in 


this, as in other things, Men that 


knew not how to reafon themfelvesy 
contented, themfelves with. that lazie 
and cheap way of copying from him, 
and of depending on his Authority. 


he Incurfion of the Northern Na- 


tions, that ovetthrow the Roman Emme 
pre, and thofe Polifhings of Learn-' 
ing and Civility that fell with it, 


_ brought on.a Night.of Ignorance, that 


can icarce be apprehended ,. by thofe 
who have not read the Writings of the 
following Ages: Superftition grew. up- 
on the ruins. of Leerning,, and ¢at up 
all. The fierce Tempers of the. Nor~ . 


| thern People being mufled up. in. Igno- 


rance,, and wrought. on by Superiti- 
tion, were‘eafily leavened with Cruel- 
ty : perhaps the oly Wars, and what 
they obferved in the Rage as well as in 


- the Succefles of the Saracens, heightned 


this farther: at laft Herefy came‘to be © 
xeckoned the greateft of all Crimes; and 
as it condemned. men to everlafting. 
2 Bs 9 Burning 


Barning fo it was thought that thoflé 
might be well anticipated by tempo- 
rary ones of the- Inquifitars. Kindling, 
Tt is true;, the Chearch pretended that 
fhe would. fhed. no Blood: bye all this. 
was infafftrable « jagling >. for « the: 
burchmen: declared. who were obiti- 
nate orrelafped Mereticks. , andthe Se-. 
ealat Arm was. required to he ever it 
readinefs. to: ‘execute their. Sentence, 
This was not only claimed by the: Bie 
frops, ‘but “it was ‘made a.part of their 
Oath-at their Confecration, that fr 
frould, Oppofe. and. Perfecute Fieveticks. 
tothe ntmoft of their power :. Nor were 
they contented. to proceed: by the com- 
mon Rulesof Jnffice upon Accufations 
and. Witneffes;, but ail Forms were fin-. 
jperceded, and-they by virtue of their: 
Paftorat “Authority, as if ‘that‘had-been. 


s piven chet t0% rorry their Sheep, : and: | 


‘Rot'to Feed fiend’) objected - Articles. 
to ‘theit -Prifoners “qpon-‘felpition,: and: 
_ require them “to purge ‘themfelves: of 

them ‘by. Oxths-and, becaafe -Bsfhops: 
were not pethaps-al] fo-equally, Zealous. 


Rd Gradh, Tome, of therm being: Por-. 
- Fons of great’ Quality i fo thas Lome. 


rempapts of “@ gemérous Education, and, 


Qj. 


€ | 


| 
| 


) 
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@f their Lay pity, might {till hang: 
about them ;. that bloody Man Doxanick - 
Zaokthis work to task, and his Order 
has ever fince furnifhed the World with. 
a fet of Inqpafitors,; compared to whom 
allthat had ever deale in ‘Tortures ip’ 
any former times were byt Bunglérs, 
_ 20 far has this melancholy Specula— 
tion. of the -Degeneracy of the Church: 
Of Rome. carried me : they.at laft came: 
. 9 extol a Zeal againit Here/y, as the: 
‘bighelt Act of Piety towards Gad :. and! 
fince Here/y isreckoned by 5. Payl ameng 
the Works of she Flefh;. it feemed as juft 
to punifh it in the fevereft manner, .as it" 
‘Was.to, punifr any of the other Warks 
If the Flefh:- and finge all Meretioks:: 
wexe looked on as Perfons damned, all: 
Tengernefs towards. them, .-and Pity: 
for them, :wag as far extinguished as jt- 
was poffible. Fora fal/e. Religion walls 
‘not ealily Irave the better -of good Na-- 
_ ture do entirely, a8.to, rooy jrquite. out; - 
tho it muft be: acknowledged that the- 
‘Raman Religpe has Cong more tqwards- 
that, than apy.other,shat has ever. yet: 
‘appeaned.in-the: World: All. the rogm 
hat was left for.g9od Natyre, was,the - 
daxourable Aehaitiog thas. was ave 
fe : . Or. 


ft 
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of Herefy : by which Gbfinacy was 


& Work of the. Flefh, becaufe it plainly 


made its peculiar Character, that di- 
{tinguifhed it from Error, which lies 
in a2 more innocent Miftake concern- 
ing Divine Matters: And as many have 
explained this Obfinacy, it amounts to 


a continuing in Error, after one is con- 


vinced of it, This Notion of Here/y, 


_ which has been received by many of 


the greateft Men evenin the Charch of 
Rome it felf, feems to agree well with 


that of Saint Paxl’s ranking Herefy ae 


mong the Works of the Flefh; forif it 


‘ . #s meerly a Miftake in the Judgment, 
_. in which one-continues, becaufe he can- 
‘not overcome his Perfwafion, nor. fee 

’ .Reafons that are ftrong enongh to -ob- 


lige him to: change his Mind, foch an 
hering to Error may be called any 


thing rather than a Work of the Flefh. 


But if a Man from a Principle of In- 


tereft, Pride, or Difcontent, either 


throws himfelf into ill Opinions, or 


. continues in them after his Mind is bet- 
ter enlightned, fo that he ftifles and 

_ «denies that inward Conviction ; then the 
_ Reafon-is very plain, why foch an ill 


Temper of Mind fhould be reckoned 


| arifes 
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_carifes out of a depraved Nature. °: 

-* | will not here enter into fo tronble- 
- fom an Enquiry as it would be to. exa- 


- mine how far an Erroneous Confcience ac- 


- quits one before God ; for that muftbe 
~ left to Him, who will judg every Man 


_+; according to his Works, and who beft 


_ knows how far he will accept of a ge- 
neral Repentance of unknown Sins, and 
. of a general Act of Faith, even of — 
_. Frvths that are yet unknown ; but: as 
-. for the Judgments of Men, certainly 
. when the other parts of ones Life'make 
* it clear, not only:to'a Judgment: of 
Charity, but even to that of Difcre- 
tion, that he is fincere, and: that: he 

: means.-well, ic is hard to know when 
ne is Obffinate, and when his Errers be- 


come Heréfies, that ts to fay, Works of 


.’- $o far have I been led upon. the confi- — 
_-@eration of: the Spirit of Per fecusion, 


that is not only warranted by Cu- 
‘ftom, anda long continued Practice ; but 


‘>. 38 by the Authority, not only-of Popes, 
ome but even: of General. Conncsls, eftabli~ 
_. fhed into a Law on the Church of Rome, 
-- J} am. carried next into. a Scene of 
 Fhouglits that are mose particularly. 
— B 6 fuited 
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{uited -¢o the Doftriwes of the Reformed - 
_Gloerchgs::. and here it muft-be acknow— 
Jedged, that Perfgcutiog Js a: more ju- 
Atifiable thing according to the Prigcz- 
ples of the .Gharch af Rame, than it is- 
‘according to ger Tesets ;. for the Church - 
of Rame, that pretends to.be Lafabible, . 
bas a better Byght.to-demand a blind: 
Submision from. all its Subjects, and’. 
~g0 -treat thofe roughly who refufe to. 
grant it, than a Gharch that. pretends - 
40 nothing. but a Power of Order and- 
Government 5,and that confelles, fhe.may. 
-bemiftaken. Our being, fubjett to Error, 
ds unrgafonably.. urged ,. when Men- 
would, carry it {0 far, as to make .us- 
;Moubt. of all things :; yet it ought at- 
Jeatt-to have this Effect:.on us, as to~ 
keep us from.being. too ready.to judge. 
‘ ‘hardly of thofe who are of another 
Mind, or-to .vfe them roughly,fer it 5. 
face. itds poflible, .that:they maybe in. 
~the right, and that we may be -mif-- 
staken 5..at- Ieaft,..they may have very 
aprobable iReafons for ther Qpeponss . 
“which if abey, do nerquitegutify their. 
Mikakes,. yet do very. much exente- 
and-defen thet. Ieis likewife vilbkes . 
~jthat. all Severe Rrocecdiangs upon the. 
i. — diverfity:: 


[ | 
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dliderfty of Opiyions 5 how “effectual 
foever they may be. on. bafe-minded. 
toen,, whorwil alwayes. make Shlpe- 
wrack of a-good Confience;, when it 
somes in competition with the Love of — 
ahs prefer World, yet work qnite con- 
-—trarywife.on men of awakned Under- 
Standings : and igenexsous Souls; ia- 
ftead. at edining: an fuch-Perfons,: thele 
infpire them-with horror at afort of. 
sben who..go aboyt to: ruin compar. 
pies of peaple, that never did shem. 
hurt. Ic is from-this, that hole Vio- 
dont Hatreds ;arife among. men.of diffe. 
vent:Perfuafions. Every manis not ca- 
pable to. undeérftand an: Argument, or- 
tobe much-difturbed att : and tho Dg. 
anmes, that carry their Speculations 


"farther into the Confequences. of Cpi- 


nions, whether Real .or Imaginary, 
grow. hot and: angey pt one- another: 
upon :thafe Heads, yet the peaple un- 
debftand:them little, and feel them Jef 
hut every -manfeelsanJnjury,-and.Na- 
ture makesher Inferences -weny quick: 
sponvit :vand: conchides,, that .4he/e who. 
agtas. sy qhate: H 7: andothers autibe. 
aQreat dognet Qf iRagencration-to keep. 
mach fromsating shoe thas Avte.thepa:: 
ee -  ypon.- 


4d.  - Th PREFACE, 
upon this arifes all the Animofity that 
isamong the fevetal Parties :. for eve-. 
ry one reckoning himfelf.a Member of 
that Body to which he aflociates him- 
Self, thinks that he is obliged to refent. 
all the Injuries that are done to his. 
Fellow-members , as much. as if they 
were done. to himfelf in particular : 
‘and by the fame natural Logick, he 
cefts the Guilt of the. Wrongs done his 
own Party. ; not only on thofe Indivi-. 
duals of the other Party, from. whom _ 
they did more immediately arife, but 
upon the whole Body of.them : and fo 
hhere.a War is kindled in Mens Breatfts, - 
and when that is once formed within, 
it will find fome unhappy Occafion or 
other to give it felfavent. Thofe who. ~ 
are ill ufed, are in a State, ‘like that of 
a Mafs of Humors in the Body, which _ 
roul about lefs. perceived, till fome 
‘onlucky Accident has weakned any. 
partof it; and then they will all dif-. 
charge themfelves on the Part that fuf- , 
‘fers. Men that are uneafy, naturally. 
Jove Changes: for thefe are like the © 
fhifting of Poftures, they give fome. 
prefent eafe, and they fatter the Pa- 
tient. with the hope of . more tee | 
Le e 
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‘The Advice that the Old Alen of Sam 
nium fent his Son, was certainly very 
wife; he had intercepted the whole 
Roman Army in the Hills, thutting up 
‘the Paffages, fo that they could: neither 
go backward no forward: The Father 
advifed him firft to difmifs them all 
' without any Injury, fince that would | 
_ probably oblige the Romans 3 or if 
that were not followed, to ent them 
all off; for that would weaken them 
confiderably ; whereas the middle Me- 
, thod, which the General. took, of let- 
ting them all go, having firft put @ 
publick. Affront on them, enraged 
the ‘Romans’ without weakning then. 
According to this Advice it feems evi- 
dent, that all confiderable Bodses’ of’ 
Men, that are in any State, are to be 
fet at eafe, or to be quite rooted out; 
. and’ thereis nothing wife in this fevere 
Method, but an extreani- and an untee 
lenting Perfecution , and in this points 
if the Church of Rome has forgot the In- 


 , mocence of the Dove, yecit muft beson- 
felled, that fhe has retained the Ws/dom 


of the Serpent. | 
Perfecuion is not only ‘hurtful to” . 
—thofe that fiffer’ many hard —_ _ 


dy-among sr at “ares es Atmiuiea 
Be 
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caer } 


Thole phat: do Slag, tho ed 
Soom to. triymph far a while, with the 
Spoils of their Enemies; yet will Loon 
foal how this finks their Credit extream— 


BeRt ‘Speclapor : 
wranaee miwh § ea 6 ie Debate 5 AE 
Shey. wil}:cer cant ee at seadt 
pry Gan e Milergblg,;. 
gad -will be. iifok dtp think fl, pec 


only of. thofe Men that are heayy upop 
whale haralels Neig s» but even of: 


a Bee Ne ern i ial cai is "ig {anporeed OF 


ee he ‘Maid even of the lowee 
Oxder of Mea has 3 Remagnt of goad 
Nature left, which fhewsit {elf ia the 
fad Looks that all put on at the Execu- 
dione even of. Malefattors : Bur: if a: 
aaAle Religion bag not quite extinguilhed 
Humanity 
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Humanity in its Votaries, this: will 
make. more fenfible Impreffion, whea 
men that have’ dane nothing emifs, -qnd 


are anly in faals becanfe they capper 


kelp thinking as-.they do, are. 

Sacrifices to the Rage of. others; thak 
. spechaps: have. little more £9: fay fers 
themfelves, but that they are jn pofy 
feign of the Lay, which in the naxt 
| ‘Reynlution-of, affairs that may fall ong 


‘willbe an. Argument fo much - the 


Serongey: for ving -themélves. in the 
fame manner; becapfait is a- iu} retat 


liatien 92 them = Senil they | 


ade ophars tel i i 
- The 


, ces Epon AiGadtere. of State,» whe 


‘dpiee them qn so -exegute all thew © 
fienss and € Syveall theiy Ends and 
Shoidave :so9- good vader 
-themafelves.not tp. Tangh at the. ofcars 
forwarduely of theft who: are perliapy 
| cd r- than -is intended, in 

| thes for which thofe x 2 
en, — blind inftenmnenys t 
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areat one time, will reproach them a¢ 
another. . Oe of ‘ a er eer 
- In fhort, Perfecution does extream- 
ly vitiate the Morals of the Party-thas. 
manages it. ‘The worft men, fo they 
are furious and violent, are sot only 
connived at, but are evencourted: and 
" nen otherwife of feverer Morals, will 
infenfibly flacken, ‘by reafon of their 
Engagements with vicious men, whom 
they . will find -themfelves forced. to 
cherifh and. Imploy < and if thofe whe 
have perfecuted others, - fall under a 
Reverfe of Fortune, and corre to fuf- 
fer themfilves a Jittle of that which 
they made others feel, as their ill be- 
haviour will. deprive them-in 2 great 
meafure., of thofe Compaflions that 
would otherwife work towards them, 
fo it will raife within them many on- 
_ eafy Reflections upon their own Axct- — 
ings, which will prove but Melan- 
choly Companions to them in their Af 
fliftions: and thefe will force them-té 
conclude ,. that becaufe they thewed . 
no Mercy, therefore they now meet. 
with the requital of ‘fadgment withent 
Mercy, which how. unjuft.. foever: it 
a may 


“4 


maybe, in thofe by whom they fuer, 


yet they will find it meet to look up 


to Ged, and to confefs, shat uf and 


~ Righteous aré all bis Wa s: andit 


be reafonably apprehended, that it ma 
have contributed not‘ alittle to fill up 


the meafiire of the Sins of a Chartb, an 


to bring down fevere Strokes upon 


them, wheri the vifible Danger, which 
‘was apparent from 4 formidable Ene- 


my, could not turn their Thoughts to 
that Side, but that inftead of Ufing 


Legal and Juft Precautions for their 
_ own Security, they let themfelves loofe 


- to all the Rages of a mad Profecution 


of fome poor. undifcreet and deluded 


People s* and‘all this to gratify their 


own Revenges, or to Infinuate them- 


‘felves into the Favours of thofe who do. 
now juftly laugh at them, when the 


turn that they intended is ferved by 


their Means.:. and thofe who would pre- 


pare themfelves for thofe hard Things 
which they have reafon to expect from 


a Church that has always delighted to 


bathe ber felf in Blood, ought ferioully 


£0 profefs their Repentance of this Fury 
a (edifying 


Yar - Proveftunt’ -oleght'to Tole 
Rifeemis ari’ view the moft wrealo~ * 


ro = ib 
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aviv as cheat & Rage haf Been pabliek 


“But -theré -remraitis fet cine’ paid 


Without: whith I am fenfible that ’chis. 
 Difcourfe will appear defedtie ‘Tknovw. 
| §t' B® ektream tender in’ ‘our “prefent 
. €ircatnltarices,” “yet that does not defer 


Sie frort Ventuting. ‘on ‘it 3it is, 
Pete’ EOE. 


fable thing‘in‘the ‘World, , for thofe te 
ane i it, who we are fore muft 

eftroy- y isa fie as it is if their power 
todo i.’ Lfay; ‘they af .do'its. fince 

, thofe: Councéls,. which they them-. 
Helves Holil-tobe ‘General,’ the extirpa- 
‘tion df Herdlithy andthe - ‘breaking’ off 


Fiath ro them, bras been fo formally dé< 


— ‘eteed,. that i it isa foolith picce of Pré- » 


sa aust Pancho ine that th hey, can ‘ever. 
leer 

3 ie potkomn wie ‘their’ Chur 
built, ‘ahd-fhe miut~ be as. Fxfalible 

ti the Rales fiat fhe: pives 6f ‘Aturafi 
“as The is ‘In’her pe ons.{n*Poittts 4: 
a Rehab eafors hat ‘ate Bivén 
PelYoris depending “oti the 
onl i the fae or sath, bey 


i 
i 
‘| 


Th PREFACE. 49 


bind as frrovigly ‘to depend likewife on 


) e 
the. Chirch for the Rale ‘of Life arid 
Miners. Vf we ate ih ‘danger‘of Fors 
getting, ‘whit Was ‘decteed mm that 


— Cherch (0 tong Yo, théy ‘take pains 


—— 


from ‘tithe to ‘time ‘to refrefh onr Mte- 
morits, hot only by their Cruelti¢s i 
the jaf ‘Age, for which there was. fo 
finch more tobe ‘fiid, than for: tater 
Barbarities , Decdufe the Refirhnsion 


was Took’d on as a Revolt then ‘made | 


_ ftom eftablifhed ‘Laws : and if Perfeci- 
| thon can be atanytimie excnfed, ‘ it i iA 
| the firft- beginnings ‘of. Merefies, before 


eye’ 


the Evil has fpread ‘ic Yelf into greatys 
numbers of ‘Metr: ‘The Heats that were 
taifed ‘in the firft Formution ofthat 


Breach, may fome way take off from — 


’ the guilt of the ‘Sacrifices that th 


ee 


a. 3 oOo 


made : for-Men in the firft Surprifes: 
Anger do feldom Reafon trae, ‘dr. AG 
wifely'; ‘but ‘when a whole’ Age ‘has 
pated, and thofe firft ‘Hedts: are ina 
sat meafite ‘laid, ‘and when All ‘the 
Secutities that’ cold " Poffibly be. dé 
marided “haye’been’ divehy ‘and: wife 
thefe have “beén‘tnatted Gneo. ‘the not 


— Obligatory “Estos: thar. could “be - ¢on- 
: trived, which. Were céhfirited: By -fo- 


 ‘Jemn 
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lemn ‘Oaths ; and while the Perfons fo 


fecored had not given the leaft pretence 
to their Enemies to fay, that they had 
forfeited thofe Rights by any ill Beha- 
viour of theirs , yet the Breach of Faith, 
and the Rage of Perfecution, that we 
fee before our Eyes, both in France and 
Piedmont, are Things that do not only 
raife an Indignation in Humane Nature, 
that cannot be well governed, with- 
out a very Extraordinary meafure of 


Grace, but they offer even to our Rea-. 


fons, Arguments againft all Lenity to- 
wards them,that are very hard to be re- 
fifted: And it is certain, that all the 
Regulars, and chiefly the Fefuits, are 
fo poflefled with thofe AZexims , and 


with that Temper, that it isadegree of 

Credulity fcarce to be reconciled to — 
common Prudence, to Fancy, thatever — 
they can change their Natures. .Thofe — 


Notions ‘are infufed in them with their 
firft Education, they are reftlefs by 


their Tempers; they are dedicated not 


only to their Charch, but to their Or- 
der, from which they can expect no 
diftinétion, . but by their Activity and 
Fiercenefs : they-are taught to Hate us, 


and to purfue our Ruin by all Methods © 
eee: | poflible, 


a 
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poflible, and. they have. Receipts. for 
the greatelt. fins if the Penitent will 
come up to their price, and the Par-. 
don . of ‘Sin will be thought. a. good 

eany worth, when ‘it is-to be the 
Deftruction of Hereticks. 1 know the 
Fefuites ftndy to perfuade the World, 
and that they haveiofufed icinto agreac 
_ “Price, that P. de la Chaife ‘has: had 
no -hand ig the Violences now on foot 
‘in France, .But. that’ he has oppofed 
: “them,- and - ‘fo. they throw fhem ef- 
_giredy..on; the Arch-Bifhop of ~ Paris, 
and on. a ‘Lady: that js now in great 
Cregit: fo ready are they, to Sactifice 
the. Reputation even, o their chief 
Patron Sy ywhen i 1G naay Keyed théir curn 
to deters others 


e+ 5 Le 


. “of this if fo evident, tha it'd, ne 


, eal phat Libjext thet fo.a forreign 
- qurife ition, ‘and that: veft “the - Pope 
- _ with a Power. Of Dep ofiag Heretical 
* Princes, where I, acknowledge, ‘the. In- 
Fetences are {6 jfk as-well as lo fevere, 
Hat I know aot. how" #_ $0. 7K ‘Sbem 
. we 


ee a ’ 
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well to my felf, yet the body of the 
People, that are bred up to the other 
Points of Popery, and that know no- 
thing of thefe, which their Pricfts — 
‘keep as Myfteries from them, and ei- 
ther deny them quite, or difguife 
them fo that they fhew in other Co- 
, lours to thofe who believe Implicitly; 
‘and who do not give themfelves the 
‘trouble to inquire into fuch tnatters ;. 
|. but think it isfafer, as well as eafer, ta 
| ‘take things upon truft; they] fey, are 
Nat fo formidable as to raife our Fears. 
and Jealonfies.to fo high a pitch: and. 
. Secular Priefis are naturally 3 fofter 
fort. of men, who ‘have not the four- 
 nefs that feems to belong to all the 
' Orders that are among them; nor are — 
‘they fo fay pofleffed with the ill-na- 
“tured and dangerous Opinions that be- 
long to that Church, as to ‘be pait 
“cure: and as afoftning of rigour ‘to- 
- wards fuch, would lay the Apprehen- 
fions that spa raat a natu- 
rally raife in all Peapte, fo it would 
at leaft make the utmoft degree pf 
" Severity, that feems reconctlable -to 
“7 the Common Principles of Humane 
ors 2 | Society 


te ol eee 
, 
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-Saciety,or of Chriftianity, appear more 


” ju Bifiable, if Ai le{snefs -under fuch 


eaGe Circumftauces fhould, afterwards 
tive a Government to it. But-the re- 
furning af the Severtties. that our Bre- 
thren have faffered at the hands.of the - 
men of that Redigson on the Papifts of 

England, is a Practice-fo contrary to 
the Chriftsan Religson, and to the Prin- 


— Spleen gE tha sBreyefan Religion, that — 


| 


ido‘ not ftick to fay it, that I had ra-: 
thier fee thie Church of England fall un- 


| der’a very fevere Perfecution from the 


Charch of Rome, than fee: it fall to per- 
fecute Papifts; when it fhould come to 


_ itsturn to be abletodo it. The formér — 
— will only ferve to unite us among our 


| 


felves, and to purge us from our Drofe; 
and in patticular frem any of the Lea- 
vert of the Doctrine of Perféchtion, that 
we ‘have not yet quite thrown out; — 
-but the other would very much ftain 


. the pureft and beft conftituted. Church 
| bre World ; and it would be too near 


-to~the -Gruely—ef that: 
Church, which we cannot enough de | 
teft: bit how mach foever wer mut — 


hate their a we tuft fill re- 


2 ° member 
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member, that they aré men antl .Chri- 
ftians, tho perhaps. 26f2a ‘courfes grain, 
and’ that we. dir Pelves “ave 'iReforinted 
Chriftians, who' it:-dmivatioa sof: pdr 
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7 The 
-PERSECUTORS _ 
Here mentioned, whom the Judgs 
” mentsof God did fo vifibly pur- 
* fue and overtake, and whofe 
Deaths were fo fignally remark- 
able, are in order thus. : 


NERO... 
DOMITIAN. 
DECIUS. 3 
VALERIAN.- 
AURELIAN. 
PDIOCLETIAN. © 
MAXIMIAN, furnamed the 
HERCULIAN.. | 
GALERIUS MAXIMIAN, 
SEVERUS. | 


-DAIA or DAZA, to whom GA- 


LERIUS MAXIMIAN gave the 
nameof MAXIMIN, fo that he 
was thereafter ftiled MAXIMINUS. 
DAZA, or fimply MAXIMIN. 


.MAXEN TIUS, the Son of MA- 


XIMIAN the HERCULIAN, . 
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A RELATION .. 


7 OF the coher - 
DEAT H. 
Of the os 

PRIMITIVE PERSECUTORS 

| " —-Written by | 


Lucius ‘Catilins Firmianus Lattantius ; | 
 Addrefled to Donatus the Confeffor. 


- $y O D has at laft heard you — 
i Gin (My deareft Donates) in 
Wait thofe Prayers’ which ‘you’ 

~ Offer up daily to Him, as_ 
well as our other Brethren, who by the 

Vertue of their Faith, and of the glo- 

rious Confeffion that they have made’, . 

have acquired to themfelves an eternal 

Crown of Glory; To thefe Prayers ‘God 

has hearkned ;. and has delivered us 

from our Enemies y and a blefled Peace — 
being now again re-eftablihhed upon 

Earth, the Church of God ,, that was 
. as C 4. Rately 


ee 
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56 . A Relation of the Death 
lately laid fo low, begins to flourifh a- 
gain: and thro the Mercy of God, his 


. Hovfe, that. was laid in Ruins by his 


Enemics, is now rebuilt with a new 


 Magnificence. God has raifed up to us 
_ Prences, who have repealed all: the 


wicked and bloody Eadi:cts of the Tate 


Tyrants and haye fo fetled the Peaceof . 


Mankind, that inftead of the Clouds 


and Storms of the late times, there i$ 
now an Univerfal Calm every where: 
and after alt thofe Hurricans of -Fory 


see 


2 
| 
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Servants-of God, have received at his 
hands a fevere Return of their Rage, 
and have breathed. out their defiled 


- Souls after’ they had undergone a great 


many difmal fttokes, that'were laid on 
them by. the Hand of God. © Their pu- 


~ nifhment was for fome tine delay’d, but. 


at laft it was fignal ; and in them all fuc- 
ceeding Ages Ban to_obferve the 


Juftice of God in punifhing fuch proud’ _- 


and impious ° Pérfecueors futeably to — 
their Crimes. “-I_ the manner of their 
Death, God calls: likewife on all’ at: 


_.. what diffance foever, eitherof time or . 


placé.,.to obferve the Greatnefs’ and 


. Majefty of his Providence in deftroying 
the Enemies of his “Truth.”’And this 


=>: 


will appear yet more evidért to us, ‘if 
we call to. mind who -haveheeh the Per. 
fecutors of ‘the Church from’ its firft be-- 
pinning, and.if we obferve the Seve- — 
rity of the Divine Juftice, ‘that has ap-- 


* 


p&red it theit punithment. 


1k’ Towards. the end’ of Tiberias. 


Reign, in the Confulate of the two.Ge-- 
mini, Our Lord Sefus Chrift was ‘cruci-- 
‘fied by the Fes On the 23.' of March. 
He. rofe again 9n the third day, and. 
moe egg brought: 


a ee Geek A aes a 

58 - ARelation of the Death ~ 
brought together his 'Dé/cipies, whom. 
the fear of his Suffirings was.beginning . 

to difperfe, and he continued with. 
them for the'fpace of 40 dayés on earth, 
sige their heatté, and. expounding . 

' thé Scriptures to them, which till 
then had appéared dark and involved. _ 
~ He ordained and inftructed them to’ 


thro the power of God, that refted on 
him, wrought feveral ‘Gracies; ar 
vs . oe re) 
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fohe formed a Church in this place of 
dre. ‘This was brought to Nero's 
eats, who finding that great multitudes, ' 
not only in Rome, but in all other places, 
were daily falling off from Idolatry, 
and were turning to this new Religion, 
and being carried by his brutal Tyran- ~ 
~ ny toall forts of Cruelty, he fet him-- 
{elf firft of all to deftroy this Religion, 
and to perfecute the Servants of God: 
So.he both ordered S. Peter to.be cruci-— 
fed, and 'S. Paul to be -beheaded, Bus 
he did not efcape unpunifhed : for God 
had regard to the Sufferings of his 
People. The Tyrazt, as he was difpof- 
felled of the Empsre, fo he wise ied 
all of the fudden, nor is there fo much 
as: the leaft remembrance lefe of the 
Burial Place of that Brutal Prizce. Byt 
fome have from hence taken up a very 
foolith Imagination, of his being tranf- 
lated, and of his being preferved alive 
in fome other Region; which they - 
found on fome words of thé Sybil, that 
‘Mentions, a Murderer of his Mother 
that had fled away, but that thauld. re- 
turn again: and théy fancy, that as he - 
“was the fig? who perfected the. Chri- 
° a : C 6 7 ftians, - 


\ 


So at Relathod of the Death. 
“friany, fo’ he fhalt be’ “likewife ‘the laf 
of their Perfecators, and that he 1s to 
‘ gppear again immediately before the 
coming of Antichrift': and’ they judge, 
(tho very unreafonably ) that as there 
‘were two of. thé -Antient Prophets 
‘who were tranflated , and who before 
‘the Jalt Revolution of time are to ap- 
pear as the Fore-runners of Chrij?,when 
“he is to’ be come again, accompanied 
with his Saints, to begin’ his holy and 
‘endlefs Reigns; fo likewife that Mero 
‘Shall appear as the Fore-runner of the 
‘Devil, who muit make way to him, 
who is to bring a ftrange Defolation 
‘ppon Earth, anda Deftruction upon all 
‘Mankind. 
“HE. After 2Vero, and the Interval: of 
_“fome few more years, there arofe ano- 
‘ther Tyrant, Domitsan, not much In- 
‘ferior to him : whg though he acted in a 
“moft Fyrannical and Arbitrary Manner, 
being heavy to his People, and no lefs 
‘hated by them, yet he reigned:th Peace 
“and Safety for feveral years, till he be- 
gan to- fet himfelf againft God. But 
as foon as he was fet -on by the Inftiga- 
‘tion of the Devil to perfecute the pai 
ge i | cea, 


ee 
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Seed, then was he ‘delivered up to the 
hands of his Enemies. Nor was his 
being Stabbed thought Punifhment e- 
nough for his Crimes, but care was 
taken that no Memory fhould’be left of- 


him to Pofterity ; for though he had rdai- 


fed many Magnificent Buildings, ‘and 
that there were many Monuntents of his 


' Empire, bothinthe Capitol and in other 


Places, yet the Senate did exprefs fuch 


- ‘adeteftation ofhim, that they ordered 
~thatthere fhould remain no Statue for 


him, nor fo much as the Traces of any 


— 'Infcription that made mention of his. 


‘Name : And by a moft fevere Decree, - 
which they paft for this effect, they 
‘branded his Memory with eternal‘ In- 
'famy.  Thusall the és and Edits of 


‘this Tyrant being repealed, the Charcb 


did not only recover its former quiet, 
but became mach more Flourifhing 


under a Succeflion of many worthy 


Princes, who as they governed the Ro- 


. man Empire very happily, fo the 

Church fuffered no Hardfhips under 

them: and the being thus freéd from the 
- Rage of her-Enemies, dilated her felf 
both in- the dire Weftern parts, 
o* Sree ie oe 
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fo that there was no corner -of the 
World fo remote, nor any: Nation of | 
it fo wild, that was not vifited by 
‘this Divine Light, and that was not 
tamed by its Difcipline. But this long” 
peacecameatlafttoanend. ~  —- 

IV. For after many ‘years the exe-- 


-crable Decius perfecuted the Church, 


and who but fo vile a man would have 


_ fet himfelf agaipft fo holy a Doctrine, 


It. feems he was raifed up to the Jmpe- . 
rial Dignity for this very end, that as: 
{oon as he began to rage againft God, 
he might be immediately thrown 


down: for having marched againft the 


Carpi, who had poffeffed themfelves of 


» Dacia and Adepfia, he was furrounded 
’ by the. Barbarians; and both fie and a: 


great part of his -4rmy was cut offs: 
nor had he fo much as the Honours of 
a Funeral, but as well became one 
that had. fet himfelf againft God, his 
Carcafs was expofed as a prey.to the: 
_Beafts of the Earth, and to the Fowls 
..of the Air. a 


'- VY. Not long after Decius the Em- 


perour, Valersan was inflamed: with the. 
_like Rage, and ftretched forth his 
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hands againft God. In ‘avery little. 
while he fhed a great deal of the Blood 


of the Saints; but God Piece him ~ 


with anew and unufuat fort of Judg- 
ment; and in tis perfon there was a. 
new remembrance left to Pofterity of 
Gods Severity in ‘punifhing his Ene- 
mies accotding to their Merit. He 
was taken Prifoner by the Perfians, 
and. fo he not only loft the Evpire, 
which he had governed fo infolently,. 
but as he had robbed many. others of 
their Liberty, fo he likewife loft his 
own at laft, and fell under a moft Infa- 
mous Slavery. For as oft as Sapores the 
King of Perfiz, who took him, had 
occafion either to mount on Horfe-back, 
or to go into his Chariot, he made the 
_ Roman Emperour ftoop down, that he 
might make his Back his Step to get 
up ; and whereas the Romans had made 


fome’ Reprefentations of the Perfians- 


- being defeated by. thenr, Sapores ufed 
‘do rally Valerzan, and te tell’ him, that 
the’ pofture in which he lay, was 4 
rhore real proof ta fhew on whofe fide 


the Victory went, than‘ all the Pi-. 


ftures. that’ the Romans~ could ‘make. 
ie | | Valerian 
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Valerian being thus Ied- about- in: 
Triumph, lived for fome time, fo that. 
the ec siriy had. 7) him: eccafion , 
iven.for 4 great while, to treat the 
: eae ‘are nis Romer wit all patible 
Indignity and Scorn; (And this was the 
Hicighmning of his Miley, that tho. he - 
had a Son, upon whom the Empire had 
devolved by his Misfortune, yet no 
€are was taken by the Son. either. to re- - 
. ‘Ruethe Father, or to Revenge his ill 
‘Ufage.. After he had ended his Infa- 
mous Life; his:-Skin was flead off his 
Body, and bothit and his Guts being 
tinétared - with a red colouring, - they 
Were hung up.in.one of the Temples | 
Of thé Perfran Gods, to be a perpetual, 
femembrance “of fo remarkable -q _ 
| ‘Triumph, by’. which they might aly ~ 
ways put fuch Roman Ambaffadours as 
fhould be fent among them in mind of 
i, and from fo unufual a fight, .wara 
them not €o prefuume too much upon. - 
_ théir own ftrength, But’ to remember — 
Valerian’s fall. But how. flrange a. 
thing wasjtto find, that notwith{tand- — 
ing {uch remarkable Judgments of God 
wgon formes, Pelequer, here hold 
ee ar 
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fo. far “from being, terrified by- them, 
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arife any that fhoyld dart {o'much as to ~ 
projet, much mofd to"re-adt, fach 
Crimes agaioft the ,Majéfty of that: 
God that fupports* ahd. govérns’ all 
things, ; ? rege sh - r? ee 
_ VI. Aurehan, that was. haturally . 


- 


~. Violent and furious, feemed to forget 


what had befallen Valerian, or if he 
remembred his Captivity, he did not 
feem to reflect on his.Crimes, or to 
confider that'as the Punifhment of them, 


* and fo: he .likewife drew down the 


Divine Difpléafure on himfelf by his — 
Cruelty: but he lived nat long enough . 


-to.execute what he had defigned, and 
heended his days in the beginnings of 


his Rage. _ For before his Edict againft | 
the Chriftians was fent-oyer all the 


‘Provinces of. the Empire, he himfelf 


was killed at Canophrurinm, a Town 
in Thrace, by fome of his own Do 


_mefticks, upon fome ill-grounded fu- 
'f{pitions that. they had conceived of 


him. It might have been expected’, - 


that the fucceeding Ezperours fhoul 


have been reftrained by fo many. and . 
fuch fignal Examples: But they were - 


thac 
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that they afted yet - a’more daring 

Boldnefs agaiaft God. 
VIL. Deelesian, that was the Con-. 
triver-of al] our late Miferies, as he 
ruined the Empire by his il! Admini-— 
ftratiany fo he could not be Kept in 
from ating likewife. in Oppofi tion - 
to God. His Avarice had his Cowar- 
dife joined together, and produced 

. great Mifchiefs. He "aflumed to “him- 
Aelfithree partners in the Empire, havin 

Adivided ic into fo#r parts ; and he did fo *. 
encreafe the number of his Troops, 
_ ghatevery one of the four had a greater 

“4rmy than the former Emperoxrs had, 

- who alone governed the whole Evni- 
pere ; and the number of thofe who re-- 

ceived his ‘pay, growing greater than 

‘that of thofe who. payed -him Taxes, 
there was fuch an increafe of new Im- 

_ pofitions, that thofe who .laboured 
the ground being exhaufted by them, - 
they deferted-the Empire y amd by this 

“means the be& cultuvated Soils were 

‘turned to Defarts and Woods;and fo 
fevere was his Government , ‘that ‘he 
erected a great many new Charges atid 

| i ae y The Provinces were a 
| — wided - 
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vided into many feparated Jirxdiciones: 
_ many new Prefidents ant Courts, Au- 
ditors, and other Magiftrates. were fet 
ep both in Towns-and:Coumrys,-who 
_ tok little care of she Adminiftratiog 
ef -Juftioe ,. ‘their tame- being .all ims 
_ ployed: in Condemnations,and- Attain. — 
‘ders; and-they laid‘f6 many Taxes up- 
on.all forts of things, that.as the Bar- 
dtut: iindet which ‘the People.groaned 
Were encreafed: every dey, fo in.the — 
levying ‘of thes. grees Vaelences were 
likewife ccamniised.: All. this had been 
miore. tolerable, if.the mony feraifed — 
had circulated among the Souldiers ; 
but the Emperoars Avatice was: fach, — 
- that he conld not endure to fee his - 
. Cieafure any. way, dintinithed 5 and - 
sherefore: ‘hé was always. Contriviog 
hew ways-of raifing  Azavey, that fo 


“his Exchegwer might be always full : 


ard that tho his vy was ae yet 
his intetie might fo anfwer it.,..that he _ 
‘Should sever jeffert that ftock of: Mony 
“which by his Exaétions he had brought _ 
“gogether. After that the many Oppref 
“fens which he put .in practice had 
| prevent a ‘General Dearth upon the 


Empire, 
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Empire, then he fet himfelf. to regulate 
tHe Prices of all vendible things. There 
was alfo much Blood. fhed upon very 
flipkt --and-‘triflisg accounts ; . abd the 
Feople:brought Provifions no ‘mbre.ta 
Markets, fince’ they. could. not‘ get'a_ 
reafonable price for them :. and this m- 
t¥eafed the Deafth fo muth, that:at 
faft;; after many. had. died: by. it j. ‘the 
Law it felf, was laid afide. Fo all thefo — 
Diocletian added aa-Inclination to bud 
#teat Fabricks, and this brought ainew 
Gharge on feveral Provinces both for 


- furnifhing of :Labourers,- and Artifi. 
_Cers, atid of Waggons for. smc Petre | 
Built Ralaces for himfelf, for “his \ 
_ and Tor his Daughters: dnd to thefe he 
added a‘f/ippodrome , a Axfend, anda 


ife, 


AGint *honfe: fothat mva hatle while a 
great part’ of Wicomedia being filled 


- with thofe Buildings, many of the 


Inhabitants were. forced. to leave the 
Town with their Wives.and Children, 


‘as if ichad been'taken by anEnemy: - 


And-when-he had finifhed a piece of . 
Building at the coft of ruining fome | 
of the Provinces by.it, he found fome 
fault or other init, and-then eet : 
ws 7 ; a 


| 
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@iidown, and. gave otders.t0 retath! 
> Feth ‘another manner hor. wasshis:da- 
‘cond! ‘Building Wethredifrarh acngw.éd- 
‘(prices ‘upon: white ichmight.bevlike- 
Cwafe «pethaps Teveiied pith theo gwound. 
‘S6 madly! expenteful ‘was he:in thiede- 
fig 1° whet the took into; hist. kead. of 
berating ‘Nieoneda equakitel Rom Ke | 
PAB Se the: Roinnefsmiany, 
ae werd inainght anedor-feweré Jadg- 
7 Menta; that ids @zotout! in “Law: might 


Be fopnd: fos- feifiig on’ theie-Eftares : 


ot ehigowks become fuch .a. cdmuncn 


Mew Opriatics,Nthiit the frequéencyef commiic- 


‘ging vit tratnabnoft authorifed ivi=And 


3 Chist Wasi cevyahily thee wherevertasman 
Sear 


fie NMftetJof a:rich! piece of Seal, 
“dr of a bbe Building, that feemeds to 
‘-be-Grinehenought, andva Protence was 
“Quickly found Qusifor ‘condemning, the 


> Guwiter, ' asif lt tad nor beéw-enoughto 


“dize Kis: Eftard, Jevitlont: taking werd 
Ais tife Whew; oa. tra 

: VIE. Fits Colleague in ithe: Empie, 
: Maccimibany, ‘farnamed he‘: Herculian, 
“was not unlike him. Nor. could they 
have. been::icenienved. ‘into fo -entireia 
aaa / tf bhlag had not -bebry. ne 
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Of: the fame mind, the fame Thonghts, 
-the fame Inclizations, and .the fame 
-Defigns. in this they differed; that 
-Maximian bhad:imore Courage as well 
.a8 more Avarice than Diocletias; wlio 
-as he was fearful, fo; perhaps from 
“thas Principle «he. :was Jefs -Ravenoys. 
| Mee Masxinian’s Conwnge. eonfifted 
father. ina daring: to commit Crimes, 
-than in:a geneteus Noblent{s,of mind. . ‘ 
. And: the. his: hhare - comprehended -net 
only Jtaly it felf, the Seat. of Empire; 
but Jikewife ‘thofe. rich . Pgovinces 0 
- Afrisk: \and..Spais, yet she -was, not fo 
_ if eareful ‘ia. - the smanagement ;iof:, his 
. Faeafure. as was -neceflary 3, :But-,as, oft 
ashe wanted :‘Mancy,-tee: nichett ofthe 
Senators. were .actvied by'fome? Wit- 
nefles, «that .were fuborned. to fear 
 -againft them «of Some: practices for the 
Empiney and thus every day: there, were 
new vrtsdet.onfnot ra: get rid’ of the 
Eminenteft men of the ‘Sepate, {© that 
the raveabus Exchequer was ofterr full 
of this ill-acquired (Wealth. ‘Thes..ac 
: curfed: man did.allo let loafe his, Agppe- - 
stites not. only iih-thefe: snnsteral-aqd 
: ‘hatefink {Dif exsi witht Baya, we Like | 
$3 - Wwe 
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- wife in the debauching the Daughters 
of fome that were of the firft rank. 
For whenfoever he was in any Journey, 
as he paft he‘had Inftruments at hand, 
to.bring Virgins to him-by force in the 
very fight of their Parents. It was on 
thefe se ge s that he built his happinefs ; 
oned the: chief Felicity uf 

: Eapire to cenfift in this, that he denietl 

_ bimfelf ia nothing to. which cither bis 
Vitious Appetite or his Lufts carried 


I. ‘By nothing of. Conptantins, be cauke 
he Farin fs unlike the reft; and did 
indeed deferve that the-whole ice 
- fhould fall: into his hands. ° 

JX. But ‘the ‘other’ Maximian whe 
married ~Diocletsans- Daughter, was not 
only werfe- than the two: formerly 

_ mentioned, -but did exceed the-wicked- 
neh df the worft Premeesithat éver were: 
|  ‘Phere-was 2 Batrbarous ‘Brutality: in 
his ‘Yentper,-togethiet: with a Cruelty: 
‘not known to thofe- that were: of a Re. 
man Extraction : -And“~nesworder. ;“far 
‘his Mother was born: beyond the. Da- 
awe Gnd: vahen fom ecSt ehdfe-Nations 
crofled ‘that SIs She cane youn 
7 wit 
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wth: themn,: and -had. fetled_ her. felf.ia- 


‘Heats ‘part of Dacia which was formed | 
a Province by .Aurelian, His body 
was futeable, to higmind: ‘he.,was. very- 
‘tall,’ and moft. exceflively corpulent ¢ e 
randrthere was a fiercepefs i in his Looks, 
his Words, and:ia his whole Behaviour, 


that gave a_very- formidable ust 


him, His: Rather in; baWes Dy 
adreqded :hint extreamly: ppon; Cys: pas 
lowing account: Wares King of Pex 
fra, Deing enconraged by’ the figcefs 
that his Grandfather Sapores had-agqin 
Valerian, ‘refolyed to.,extend his, £7q- 
pire, and (o..drive the..Romans out “af | 
the Eaft :. upon. which Digcletian,. who 
rwes naturally, very:, fearful, gute -de- 
Aponded,. and. fearing a fate ,like Valen 
~StANS, he. dur; not . undertake - th 
-War,. but; fent.. Maxjmian into ‘Arie 


| miny, and, ayed behind himfelf, that fo 


-he might dee what was like, to be -the 


~iffue-of ghis: War :. AZeximian took his 


meafures fo well, that finding the Per- 
fan Army exceeding. numerous, ,aad 
that Pgh were: gr ge ah wit 

ava Hipage, that they. dr 

‘With them, Shei. Wives rng ions 
be owed 
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lowed them in .this Expeditiqn ac- 
cording to the Antient Perfran Cu- 
ftome :- he, 1 fay, got fuch Advantages 
agaiaft them, that without any comtfi-. 
derable lofs, he defeated their whole 
Army. Narfes himfelf efcaped, but 
Maximian took all their Baggage, and - 
fo returned with great Glory, which - 
encreafed his Infolence, as much as_ it. 
did his Father-in-Law’s Apprehenfions 
ofhim. For upon fo great a Victorys 
he thought it below him to carry only 
the fecond rank of Honour, and to be 
only called Cefax; and when at any 
time he received Letters addrefied to 
him , with the Infcription Cefzr , he 
ufed to cry out in his brutal way, AZ 
I be fisll Cafar ?-he grew at laft to that: — 


‘picch of Infolence, as to give it out y, 


that AdZars was his Father; fo thathe 
ought to be lookt on as another Roms- 
lus, not confidering the prejudice he 


' did tohis Mothers honour, of which 


he made {mallaccount, defiring only 
tobe lookt on as begotten by a God 


“But I will not now enter into the par 


ticulars of his Life, that fo I may no- 
confound the order of things: fori) __ 
| D wag. 
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was after his affuming the ice 
Dignity, of which he fo: eo ae 
tu: Law to {trip himéfelf, tli io he itoke 
Joofe into al] the exceflts «f i: foloace: 
and Fary ; inthe mean time, thoDiocle. 
_ tsan by his ownill conduct, ard that 
of the two Maximians,whomn he had tae 
‘ken Co-partner into the Government, 
{ the first as Emperour, and the fecoud as 
| ‘Cefar ) had brought great diforder up-: 
— On the whole ftate of the Empire, an 
‘tho his private crimes were very cryin, 
yet matters profpered in his hands ina 
very unofial manner, till he came to 
defile them with the Blood of the Sain tsi 
and this carries me to give youan. ‘ace 
count of the uccafion that led him | to, 
perfecute them. 
X. Whilft he was in the Exft, he 
‘being exceflively defirous to hnow 
what was to be the event of things, of- 
fered many Sacrifices, andin their Lé- 
vers the Divinersfearcht for thofe Jn: 
~ di¢ations, upon which they pretended | 
to forercH thinzs to come. But fome 
of his Conrtiers, “that were Chrif 4ANS, 
being Near him, meade Gereare VP of the 
Crof, on their’Forg-hiads, ac which the 
Devils being frighted aweys they wes 


ofthe Primitive Perfecutors. ag 
all put in a great'Qogfufion. ; The Dk 
winers being likewsfe-in-diforder, could 
not, fiad the ordinary Marks that they 


' looke for:in the smrails of the Sacrifices 


_ tho they offered up many; one.afteran- . 


‘ other, pretending that ttie Divinity 


' was not yet appeafed ; bet all ths 


number of their Sacrifices’ was to: 110 


| ‘purpofe, for-no figns appeared : upon 


_ which Tages that were fet over the D?- 


viners-faid, either upen foie conjecture «| 
or upon knowledge;- that their Rites. 


did not fucteed, becaufe there were — 
Tome prophane--Perfons'that had thr 


themfelves into.their 4fembly.. Upon - 


which Diocletian. being-enrageds com= 


manded, that‘not only~all thofe who 
were prefent, but that all che reft of 


his Courtiers fhauld come and /acrifice - 
so their Gods, andordered thofetobe = 


_ whipped who: fhould teftfe to da is 


| He likewile fent orders to-his BGsiney 


«Officers, te requice afl. the Soldiers 


| 
, 


ta_facrifice, and to diftnifs fich as 
would not. But this was-all that he 
thorght fit to do. at fir, - dordid ke 


| fuitve his Rage to carry him to farthet 


Exsseminies againft God or his true Re= 
. 22 i 6) 
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‘figion, till after fore time had patty 

_ thar hé-came to Winter in Bsthins: 
cand there. Galerius Adaximian, who was 

Jikewife inflamed againft the Chriftians, 


oe him,and engaged the vain Old fan 


bid a on with the Perfecution, which 

already. begun, concerning whoi 
a have : received this account of the 
grounds of his Fury againft our Religion. 
XL: His A@ther was a fuperttitious 
AWoinam and was particularly addict+ 
ved to the devotion of the Gods of the 
_wMountaids , fo that fhe offered Sacti- 
“fices' to. them daily, and _feafted her 
<Officers with’ the-meat-of thofe Ob- 


“lations..” The: Chrifsans’ would not — 


~aflift at thofe entertainments, but gave, 
themfelves to Fafting-and-Prayer, whilg. 
~fhe and tier Company were at thof¢, 
‘Feafts. “Upon this fhe conceived-a ha-. 
‘tred of. them, ‘and fhe fét ‘on her Son, 
awho ‘was no lefs fuperftitious than fhe. 
her {elf , by her fpiteful- Complaints. 
to contri¥e their Deftruction. Diceletiab, 
and his ‘Son-in-Lay had. may. fectet, 
Confultations during a whole Winter, 
‘to which as no bodywas admitied, fo. 
com honed thenEhe eta they. were 
plese Ee ia ee treating 
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’ treating about’ matters of the greateft 
_confequences. The Old Man. with- 
Rood Maximian’s Fury long, andi 
; fhewed him how pernicious the Coun-- 
cil would prove, and how great a — 
Piltorbance it would bring upon the 
, Empire : much bleod would be fhed; , 
| for the Chriftians were obferved to be: 
very willing to dye. Therefore he: 
' propofed this expedient, that none.of-. 
iac Religion fhould be fuffered to con-"-' 
tinge in the Court, or in the Army s 
But all this could not divert the Rage’ 
.0f that Furious Man. .Therefore he-- 
_ propofed the asking thé Opinions, of. 
’ thofe in whom they confided.; for he: 
he. had this piece of ill-nature, that 
_ Wien he was about to do any thing that: 
Was acceptable, he did ic of himfelf,' . 
without taking the Advice of others,’ . 
 thae fo the Praife of it might belong’. 
wholly tohimfelf : But when he under-" 
took any thing that was lyable to Cen- - 
fire, he called for many Perfons to deli- 
ver their Opinion upon it,that fo others: 
aight be charged with the Blame of: © 
that in which he was chiefly in fault? . 
Some few Fadgesy and fome few 24+ 
ene ei D3. —shtary x 
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Ktary Men were called upon, and ac< 
cording to the Order of their Dignity 
they were required to tell their minds 5, 
fome that had a particular fpleen to 
the Christian Religion, opined that all 
the Chrijtians were Enemies to God. 
and to the eftablifhed Worhhip, and. 
that therefore they ought to be de- — 
firoyed. Thofe that were of another. 
mind, perceiving what was Maximan’s. 
« defign, and being either affraidof him, 


. _ @r deficous to make their Court with 
“him, agreed to the reft in Opinion 5, 


——-yet all this did not prevail cn Dsacle 
- tians. fo he refolved to confult the 


|”: @eds themfelves. . and. fent a Diviner 
. . @ confult with Apalto, whe anfwered. 
as might have, been. expected feam gn 


- Pnemy of the Chrifian Religsen, Upon 


| — this Dioclesian yielded; and:as he would. 
. got oppofe himfelf.ta that which pot 


-Only his Friends and. Afaximsan, but 


4 -even Apollo had .advifed, .yet he en- 


deavoured to maintain this .mcdera- 
tion, that the defign might be coar 
poled without the fhedding of Blood : 
, whereas Maximian moved, that alk 
_&hofe who. refufed to partake. in the 
ae oe oy *F ” Sacrifices 


\ 
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. Sacrifices, fhould be burnt alive. 
» ‘* Xs A proper and. an -aufpicious 
- day for “beginning this. work: was -next - 
' “fought for ;.and choice was made of 
- ‘the Feffivsty of the God-Terminus,— 
'- 'which was within five days of the end 
- “of February,'that was the Conclufion 
' ‘oftheiryear: implying by this, that an 
“end wasto be puttothis Religion. This. 
‘was the firft day of their Execations, — 
Jand the ‘beginning of thofe- Miferies 
‘that not only fell onthem, but on the 
— ‘whole Empire. In the morning of 
' “that fatal day,inthe feventh and eighth 
| “Confalare of the two Antient Empe- 
vrours, the Prefett accompanied with 
' -fome Officers, and forme of the Re- 
 Keeivers, went to the Cherch,-and ha-- 
_ =ving forced open -the Doors they 
- “fearched for the Imaze of &-Not that the 
» God: * all the Books of the Chriftians had 
_ Seripturesthat were there any Images in 
‘found were burnt,and the their : th 
“Spoil that was made. was seen 
“divided among ail that Fes a Origine 
‘ Were prefent: this ftruck Errors, Lib. 2. 
_ “a Perror into many, and pag. 65, 66; $7.~ 
many withdrew. them-£07>. but. the 
BP sae D.. 4., {elves 
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lial ra elves from the Storm. 
all their aes The . two Princes, who, 
ples,wear rea. {rom convenient places. 
dy to con- viewed .all that. was. 
ceive thelike done (for that Church. 

_ afthem. .  ftood upon a heighth, fo. 
. that it .was within the, 
profpedt of the eeiye were long in 

debate, whether they fhould order fire» 
 tobefetto it: Butin this Digcleti ans 

Opinion prevailed; for he was affraid, 
_¥éfif the Church had been fet on Fires 
shat might have fpread it felf into the 

Other partsofthe City: for it wasen- 

- wironed on all hagds.by a great many 

‘Noble Buildings: - fo that inftead of 

_ -fetting fireto-it, there. was a confide, 

_ pableBody of the Guards, fent with 

_- Axes. and Mattocks, who in a few: 
hours time levelled that lofty Building 
withthe geound. - rn ee, ee 

’ XIH. The day after this an Eds 
was publifhed, by which the Chrriftians — 
were declared incapable of all Ha- 

-neurs and Imployments, and that 

they fhould be: liable to Torture what- 

- .foever might be their Rank and Digni« 
iy 5, all AQiions were to be received : 

ie oo againit 
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apainft them, and they were put out * 
of the protection of: the Law , and : 
might not fue: neither upon Injuries « 
done them, or Adulteries committed ¢. 
apainft them ; nor for Thefts or Rob- | 
Berigs ; and they were to loofe: both ~ | 
their: Liberties -and their Right of © 
Voting.- When this was affixed, ofe : 
that fhewed mote of Courage. than - 
Difcretion in -it, took it down: and x 
tore it, and rallied the Emperours, who > 
had put among their Titles, that they: » 
had triumphed over the Goths-and thes: 
S4rmatians, that ‘they ‘ated ‘like thofe, 


fabdued 3 he was prefently-feized on, 


and after he-had ‘endured feveral forts. 
’ 6€ Torture; he was burnt at laft, but: - 


~ feffered all with admirable Patience. 


< XIV. But Asaximian was pot {atise - 


fied with the Severity of this Edd, fo + 


he refolyed to-draw on Diocletian to » 


‘confent’ to - further Rigor by: this 
Artifice; he fet on -fome of his Creae 


turés to raife a Fire imthe Palace, that ~~ 
fo he might engage him to: an unres:- 
lenting Perfecution: ~fome- parts were - 
berat down, -and the Chriffians were = 


“ 
” 


whom they pretended that they had: . - 


Dis .. . prefently.3 - 
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prefently accufed as the common Ez. 
nemies; and-this Fire, that confumed 
the Palace, raifed a mot Implacable- 
Rage againft them. For. it was. given. 
out, that they had entred into Conw.. 
fulration with: feme-of. the Exnuchs, 


- far the Deftruétion of. their Princes , - 


and that two Emperours were well nigh. 
burnt alive ia their ewn Houle. Diez: 
cletian who affected the. sep 

being. a Wife and: Crafty Man, could — 
not be brought to give any Credit ta. 
this :. but being exceflively enraged up- 
qn it, he ordered many of: his Dome- 
ee ade to he put to Death in a moft 
_, terrible manner. So many imocent _ 
’ Perfons were brought before him; and’ 
were burnt. Ail the Judges and all the. 
Officers of his Houfehold being authe- 
riféd thereunto, ‘put all People to. 
Forture ,.. and feemed-te vie with one 


another who fhould be the: frit that, 


_ frould difcover the bottom of: this 
matter. But nathing could be found 
@ut; for none of Adiximians Family 
was put tothe Torture. He came and 
fteod by Déscletzan, and continued filk — 
to. infame. him. more’ and more, that — 


4 . 
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fobhis anger might no-way be abated. 


And a fortnight after. the firdt burn- 


ing, fire was the f.coadtime fet. tothe 


Palace: But this . was obferved in. 
time,_ yet neither could the. Author of 


it be foundout. And then JLiximiany-~ 


though it wasin the midft of Winter, 


left Nicom:dia on the fame day in | 


which this fecond Fire was raifed, pro- 


tefting that he went gway fearing left : 


he fhould be burnt alive.. 


XV. The Emperour was now fet all . 
on fire, aad upon this he forced not - 
ee all that were of his Houfehold, . 
bue all Perfons whatfoever, to defile .- 
themfelves with their Sycrifices; bee - 
ginning with. his Daughter Valeria ,.. 


and his Wife Pri/ca. Some of the Eur. 
awuchs-that were in the.greateft Credit, - 


gnd by whofe: Directions. the- whole - 


Affairs of the Palace had been condu-- 


3 


ted. before this Edid,y:were now put — 
to Death fome Presbyters and Deacons — 


Were, feifed on, and without any proof ~ 
| againtt them,-. they Were condemned:.’ ” 
-and -executed.. Perfons. of all Ages,:.. 


—and.of: both Sexes were burnt, not- 


fin i ong by ose, -but by reafon. of: 
: D theic. 
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their numbers, whole companie¢ of -*: 
them were burnt all inthe fame Fire: « 
andtheir Servants were eaft into the 
Sta, Millftohes being tied about their . 
Necks. Nor wasthis Perfecution lefs - 
~ violent. In all other places: for the | 
_ Judges werefent to all Temples, and °: 
they forced all People to joym in the Sa». 
erifices. The Prifons wereevery where 
full.”. Unheard of kinds of Torture 
were invented; and that noman might... _ 
 havethe benefit of the Lawthat was © 

| Mota Hearben: they placed’ Alsars in. 
the very Courts of Fuftice, and in the 
publick Offices, that fo alt who came 
to fue before them might be put to it. 

” firft to offer Sacrifice, before they: could 
be admitted to plead: fo that men. | 
came before their Judges as before 

_ their Gods. Nor was: this all, Letters. 
“were alfofent to thie other Emperoxr 
and to Conftance, ifiviting:“them to 
concur im this matter, tho their Opi | 
nions Had not been before asked; not 
withftanding the great Importance of | 
it. The Old Maximian did comply 

—-yery willingly in Jealy 5 for he was na= 
.earallyecruel :- But. Cenjtance; that he 
 . > = might. 


eS 


ae eo 


of the Primitive Perfecutors, ~8¢§ | 
might not feem to diflent from-thofe 


- that were in. rank above him, did in- - 


deed give order for the pulling down 
the. Walls of the Houfes where the 
Chrifgians held thetr Affemblies ; for — 
thefe could be eafily rebuilt : but he 
took care to preferve thofe true Tem 
ples of God, I mean the Chriffians thems | 
felves. - _ 7 ie 

XVI. The whole World was now 


brought under great vexation, the — 


Gaxles onky excepted 3; thofe three _— 


-wild Beafts exercifed their Cruelty 


Bpon all the Provinces from the Eas? 


to the Weft. If Lhad a hundred Tongaes 


 Hands-of Aicrceles, who-from ‘being : 


and the ftrongeft Voice, I’ could. 


not fet out all the Forms of Crimes, . 
_and-all the Namesof the Forturesthat — 


the Jedges in the feveral -Proviuces . 
putin practice againft fo many Holy 


.-and'Innocent Perfons: But what need — 


Fengage.in this recital, efpecially to - 


you, my Dear. Donatus, who had forex- . - 
extraordinary a fhare in them. For 


‘whereas you firft fell into the hands of ‘ 


> the Prefe&tFlaccinss, who wa’ nota 


fmall Murderer, you fell next ito the - 


D 7. a. 
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a Deputy was madea Prefident, and had 


been an Advifer and a Promoter of the - 


Per fecution: and in-the laf place, yor 


was brought. before Prifciki:an his Sue- 


ce flor, where,as well as before the onver 


_ two, you gave an Evidence of your 


waconquered Courage: you were nine 
feveral times put toagreat, many Tos- 
tures, and at every one of them you 


overcame the Rage of yopr Enemies, 


bya glorious Confeflion.. In thofe 
nine encounters with the Devil you 
defeated him-with his whole Troop.of 
Affittants: and ‘by fo many Victories 


_ yeu triumphed over the World with 


pllits Terrors. ‘How pleafant was that 
‘Friumph in the fight of God,. in-which 


cae _ 


ete ern 


inftead of White Horfes or Elephants — 


about your Charigt, you triumphed 
Over the Emperours themfelves, and 


_  feem’d to drag them after-your Chariot. - 
. Phisis true.Victery, when shofe that 
have conquered. the World, are, fub- 


-dued :-.for they were overcome and 


‘fubdued by you, who-defpifing - their 
Impious Editts, made no- account of - 


all the Pomp and Terrors of their 


Hyranpicall Authority. Theis Whip- . 


=) 


«BES. 
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‘pings and. their Pineers,- their’ Fires 


‘and Swords, ard all the feveral fhapes.. 


’ of. Torture, had no effet upon you: - 


No. fort of Violence could make you... 
fall frem the Faith, and from the true. | 
Worthip of God: This is to be a true 


‘pifciple and a true Souldier of Chrift 3. 


whom no Enemy can overcome, no 
Wolf can carry out of Gods Fold, no-. 
Snare can intangle, ne Sorrow can fub- 

, and no Torturecanbreak: After- - 


a}l thofe site Engagements, that pro-. 


xed fo glorious to you,the Devil finding - 


—-himfelf always overcome by you, durft 
‘not: affault you any more: for expe- 


rience had. themed him, that you were: 
not to be vanquifhed: and fince he faw: - 


hat the Crown.of Victory was ready to... 
be beftowed on yous. he would not, by - 
sprovoking you any-further, pive you .. 


the occafion.of receiving it fo oon. Tho... 


}t-was not given.ta you then, it is fafely 


kept for.you.in the Kingdom of God, as... 


the Recompence. of your Vertye and - 


‘Worth. But now. Lreturnto the feries. : 
‘ef the Hiftory. 7 


> . XV. Diocletian being. now en- 


gaged into.this wicked defign. and 
as a . a | 


having: 
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having fucceeded fo well in the-Exe=~’ 
cution of it, went ftreight to. Romey - 


’ that fo he might celebratethere his en- ° 


tring upon the twentieth yeat -of his ' 
Empire, that he was to open upon thé’ 
Agniverfary of hiscoming toit, whick~ 
was the twentieth of November. Butas' 
foon as that was over, he fhewed how~ 
little he ‘could bear the Freedom that 
the Romans had ftill retained 3 at which’: 


he was fo uneafy, that tho the firft: of* 


Sanuary was very near, if which he was *. 
to enter upon his ninth Confalate, yet: . 
he could not be prevailed on to ftay'to 

that day, and fo he could not bear the’ . 
ftaying thirteen:days longér at Rime, | 
but he began his Confolate at Revenza.' 

The Winter was both extream Cold - 
and Rainy, fothat the Jourhey did {6 > 


affect his healch; that it threw himin- © 


to a lingring Sickve/s, thas never 
went off quite: and being iif all the - 
way, he was forced to be carried for 
moft part in-a Litter. His illnefs lay - 
upon hin: all the Summer long : abont - 
the end of ithe continued his Journey, 
and having come ronnd the Coaft of“ 
Firygia, he got at laft to ne : 
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his Sicknefs being now come to a- great. 
height. But tho he was brought very: 
low by it, yet he would needs appear’ 

- in publick, and afft at. the. Dedication. 
Of the Hippodrome that he had built, 
. which was done at the end of his twen-. 

tieth year of Empire. His ficknefS grew 
at laft to fuchadegree, that Supplica- 
tions were made to all the Gods for 
his Life: butonthe 13th of December 
areport was {pread all about the Palace 
that he was dead: thé. fad Looks and 
the Terrour that appeared in all his” 
. Courctiers, andthe folemna filence that 
was Over a}] the Court, made that the 
Report was generally believed: The 
. Chty of Nicomediabelieved him not on-_ 
 Ty-dead, but buried ;-but the next day. 
- , ipwas given out that he was yet alive 5° 
upon which the countenances of many, 
that were concerned,were much chang- 
ed =: but others believed {till that he 
veas dead’, and that it was concealed 
for fear of the Souldiery, lelt they 
fhould have fallen into fomedangerous _ 
—Confaltations, and that therefore his. 
Death was to be kept up till Aaximian. 
fhould come to. Nicomedia, This grew. 
| sist feaea tla ialade chia re 
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to be fo Univerfally believed, that 1£ 
he had not fhewed himfelf on the firft. 
of March, it-had not been poffible 
to have perfwaded the People that he- 
was {till ative. He was ftrangly altered 
by a whole years ficknefs,forhat they to.. 
whom he was very well known, could 
trardly believe him to be the fame: He. 
had indeed on the thirteenth of Decem- 
ber falleninto fo deep aSwoon, that it. - 
- was thought he was dead, and he never 
" -yecovered this fo entirely, as to be 
‘wholly what he had been formerly :- 
for he had ever after this, fome firs‘ of. 
“Maduefs, which returned’ at fomé 
— times upon him, tho in the intervals of< 
 thofe fits he had his Underftanding very 
perfe dt: Se ae oO 


— XVIUE Not many days after this, 


. Galerinus. Maximiancame to him, net 


to congratulate upon hts recovery, but 
— toforce him'torefign the Empire: He 
had mide the fame atrcempt‘upon the 
elder Ad@aximian, and threatred him — 
with a Civil War if he woutd not re- 
fign; fonowhe fet on Diocletian: He 
began at firft more foftly.and gently 
with him; télling: him;° that’ he was 
. now 
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: frow become antient and infirm , and 
| .lefs able to undergo the fatigue of 
' Government, and that therefore’ he 
_ Qught to give himfclf fome rcpofe af 
- ter fo much Applicationand Toil. He 
“fet before him Merva’s Example, who 
trefigned the. Empire to Zrajan: Dioa 
letian anfwered, .that it was not 
honourable for him, .after he had bora 
fo fublime a Character fo lorg, to. 
— feyt himtelf upinan obfcure Cornery, 
' fo it could not be fafe for him te.do,it, 
“nce during fo long. a Reign, he muft. 
- needs have made himfelf many Ene-. 
mies. The cafe was quite different ir 
Nerva, who had paft his whole hife in 
| Fetirement 3, fo: that his great Age and: 
his unacquatntednefs with Affsirs made: 
him lefs capable of bearing fe great a’ 
-Burden, which therefore he threw 
ef, and returacd. to the. Privacy in. 
which he had fpent the former parts. 
_of bis life. ‘But he offered to A&ximi- 
an to receive him to anequat Dignity - 
‘with-himfelf ; fo that-chey fhould be - 
all called Emperoors, if that would- 
have contented him. The other, who.. 
had now: formed a project of making. - 
a oo himfelf 


* 


; - amian, that gave him’'an account of 
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himfelf'(ole Emperonr, {eeing that froht 
this Title that was offered him, little 
real Advantage would accrue to him, 
pretended that the Order which Dite 
cletiaw had begun, of having two Enr-". 
perenrs with the Supream Power, and! 


. two’ Affiftanes-to them in a lower de- 


gree of Dignity, ought to be for ever’ 


, Maintained: it was an eafy thing to 


preferve-a good Correfpondence be- | 
tween twe Per fons, but that could not. 
be compaffed if there cane to be fout® 


of équal Dignity : He concluded that 


if the Emperear would not retire, and — 
make: way: for him, he would fee to 
himfel’; for he would be no longer 
contented with the low degree in which 
he had been fo long held: He had’ 
beea now for fifteen years as it were’ 


| ‘banifhed to J#ivédam, “along the River’ 


of the Danube, and engaged in con- 
ftant Wars with the Barbarous Nations, 
while others were reigning quietly, . 
and in delicious Seats.. The Old Aan; - 
that was now much broken, having ° 
heard all this, and having likewife re- ~ 
ceived Letters from the Elder Afaxi~ 


what 
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what had been faid to himfelf upon tit 
fubject, and had alfo heard that Ge 
lersus Adaximian was encreafing his Ar- 
my $ upon this, not without Tears, he 


confented to that which had been pre- 


pofed to him; fo that which remained 


was, that the Ca/ers fhould be named by 
' the concurring Advices of ail the Four. 


But the other rejected this, and Laid, 


that the. other to muft confent to | 


whatfoever they fhould refolve on: 


_ and- indeed, it feemed that there was. 


no room for choice, but that the Sons 


Of the other two muft have been na- 
, med for Cafars. | Max ent ins wasSon to 


the Elder A¢aximian, and had married. 
the .yeunger Maximians. Daughter. 
He was a Man of a wicked and vicious 
Dilpofition » and was fo proud and: 
fo willful, that-he would not. pay the- 
wonted refpect of Adoration; neither. 
to his Father, nor to his Father-jn-- 
Law 5 fo that he was-equally hated of 
both. Con/tantine Son to-Conftance was 
a moft vertuous Youth, and had all 
the Qnalities that could recommend ° 
him to the higheft Dignity: his Air 
and Perfon were graceful; his capa~ 
7 | city 
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“City for Militory Affairs, his Probity; 


and -his-obligisg Deportment, . made 
that he was beloved of the-Souldiers,: _ 


_and wilhed for: by all-Perfons: He was 


then in Diocletian's Court, and was put 
by him in the chief Command of the © 
Army. But Adeximian had his Objer_ 
gtions to boththbhefe: as for Alawentsus 
he thougiit he was not worthy.of that 
Dignity, ard he reckoned, that he whe — . 
had behaved himfelf fo Infolently tos - 
wards him, - while he was a private pere * 
fon, would. become .intolerable if he 


were railed fo high. Constantine wag 


andeed 10 amiable a Perfon, thac it was ~ 
thought he would be a better and a. 


gentler Prince toan his Father had beens ° 


‘and fo he would be able to check him ; 
as he pleafed : wherefore Adzximiaw 


-refolved to have fuch Perfons promo= , 


ted, who fhould be always in his power, . 
who ould be. affraid of him, and 


- fhould do nothing bat by hiserder, fo - 
_he propofed Severus: wDéscietsan exe . 


cepted to him as a Mad Extravagant, ~ 
and Drunken Perfon, who changed — 
khe Pay into Night, end the Night in- 
ge j2cy: but the other atilwered, that 
: 2 | he 
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— Fehed deferred chat: Digniry well,for | 
. ehad taken great care of tbe Army, 
and had paved them tznhfully; and 
© addéd, ‘that he had‘fent him 16 Adina 
, Mianthe elder, that: he might receive . 
, the: Nomination from ‘him 3° ‘fo this 
' was agreed’ to: and when Dso¢letiag 
_ asked him, who fhould be the ‘other, 
_ he prefented one Data totiim, “a young 
- Man, thae washalfa Berbariaz by his 
_ Extraction, and whom. ‘he had lately 
- ordered to be called Adcximin from — 
_ bis own nome. ‘For Dioclersan had 
changed hisown Nameto that, todi-. 
| Rtinguifh him from the other Adexi- 
| mian, Who had always muintained Itis 
Fidelity tohim moft religioufly. Déo- 
' tletian asked tims. who that voung 
. Man was: the other faid, he was his: 
Ally: buthe fighed: and replied, that 
fe did not propofe' to him pertons 
that were . capable of conducting the 
‘Common-Wealth: the other faid, that 
hehadalready tried them. Dieclerian 
infifted and faid, that he who was to - 
| enter uron the Empire, ovzht to fee 
| toit: aid that for his part, he had ta- 
ken his fhare of Toil, and had ftudied 
to prefetve the Common-Wealth ina | 
: good 
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_ “good State during his Empire, but if 


after his time it. fhould fall into Difor- 
der ; it fhould not be by his fault. All 
things heing thus concerted in fecret, 
on the firft of A¢sy this great Affair, 
came to-be declared. The Eyes ‘of 
all People were on Conftantine, not 
doubting but the Nomination muft fall 
onhim: all the AGitary Aen, as well 
the Souldiers as the Officers, lookt at 
him, wifht for him, and:fhe wed much 
Joy in the hopes that-they éxprefled of 
‘his Advancement : There was a rifing 


Proud at almoft three Miles diftance. 


from the City, and ic was there where 
‘Maximian himfelt had firft received | 
the Imperial Purple, in remembrance 
‘of which there: was a Pillar erected | 
with a Statue of Fupitersupon it. Thac 
place was markt out for this Solemni-— 
‘ty, and the .4rmy was drawn out aboue 
‘it:and there the Old Afan with Tears in 
“his Eyes, told the Soxldiers that he was 
‘now become Infirm, and therefore he ' 
cwas refolved to give himfelf fome réft | 
-after fo much Toil, and’to deliver up 

the Empire to thofe who were able to 

‘gndergo the fatigue of it: and that in 

: Pee he order 
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| order | to that, he wonld. now vame 


Revv Cefers, Upon’ this afl mens expe- - 


— Cations being raifed, he named Se- 


‘Spectators,. 


pense and Adaximin all People vvere 


ing by» fome began to ask yvhether 
e had. changed his name int Mi xja 
min: but or admiration of alt'the 
aximian put by Cénft iftan- 


tee and fincé C onfrantine vvas ftan- 


| tine, and drevv. out — atid fhevved 
| chim to the People, having ftript him. 
- of the ‘habit that he vvore as a private 
 Perfon : and vvhile all men vvere fur- 


oe at- 


pwifedsand knevy neigher vwho he vvas, 


| ae of vvhome he vvas defended, ( tho — 


~ this unlooke for -promotion, had fo 


pgifordered. them’ that they teftificd 

va averfian to it) Divcletias threvv his 

Purple Robe about him, and fo he 
elf.retired toa private State a 

gains. and returned to his private ne 

of Diocles, vvhich upon his coming to 


.,fhe Empire he had changed to Diacle- | 


_ tian, and: thus the- Selemnity ended - 
L. .and-the old Emperour, like a Souldier 


| 


‘that had obtained his difmiffion, re- 
“tired, and drive thro Nicomediay and 
fo vvent into his ovvn Countrey:. And 

- & - Daja 
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" Daiasthat was raifed up from long 
of Cattle through Woods, and was fir 
g common Souldier; ‘then an ‘Officer; 
_ afcer that a Brigadier, and now at Taft 
- got tobe Cefar, had the Eaft aifiened — 
to him, to be opprefled. and ‘ruined, by 
him.” Aad tho he neither underftood 
Military Affairs, nor Matters of State, 
yet he was now fet to condact Armies _ 
stead of fe eding Cattle. 
_ KX. Adoximian having now effected 
~ th at whick he had projeéted in driving 
our. ane Old Aden, behaved | himfelf 
vas if we hae eenthe fale Emptrour of 
the “hole Oman Empire. For tho 
Constaxce had the Precedence, and fo 
_ was. to be always named before him, 
yet he was defpifed by him, both be- 
scant he was natursily. of a mild tem- 
per and vvas nevy much difabled: thro - 
the tn difpolition of his body.’ He ‘be- 
— Yieved thuneiiter ‘he vvould foon dye, 
cor that it yvould be no hard. thing to 
force him to refign his thare of the - 
Eii: pee. There vvas, ‘about Maxigian— 
one Lici-ie, vio vvas his antient 
Friend 3 for tt icy had been Comerades 
. from theis Lcft Impioyments in the 
ae: : Aliays 
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Army: and he. had: now ‘the chief. 
‘{troke in all Affairs.. Afaximian had - 
“not put himin the nomination of the 
-Cafars, becaufe he would-not put hrm 

. na rank fo far Inferiour to himfelf 
"as to call him Son, Hut he reckoved — 
that Constance would foon die, afd 
then he was refolved to receive. hitn te 
be his Brother and Collegnein the Em- . 
“pire? and thus he projected tweftablith 
_. hienfelf in his Authority, and to be atie 
to carry all things according to his 
_ 4mind ; and after he fhould:come to his 
_. twentieth yeer, and celebrate the Fe- 
_ tivals of it,as his Predeceffors had dones 
he intended to-refign the Easire,and to 
_ put his Sox imhis ftead, who was tov¥ 
“only nine yeats-old : fo that he intended 
“that Liciniss “and Severas fhould be — 
“the Emperowrs, and that Maximin 
and Candidianus fhould. by ‘the-Cefers + 
_ gnd thus he being eftablifhed: and ‘fe- 
_-cured as much as vvas poffible, fhould 
_ pafs the reft of his daysin quiet, and 
*“preatfafety. ‘Thefe vvere his Defigns: 
— Bathe having made God his Enemy, aif 
| his Projeéts came to nothing. ° — 

- .XKI.-He having attained the Sue | 
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pream Dignity, fet himfelf to-difquk 
et the World, that. was now become 
{ubject to him. - In his Expedition a- 
 gainft the Perfians he bad obferved 
that Cuftom which was eftablifhed 
amongft them, by which all thofe /4- 
trons efteemed themlelvés the Slaves | 
of their Kings: fo that they reigned 
aver them with as abfolute an Authori- 
ty, ,as-a Mafter of aFamily dees over 
. thofe of his Houfhold: This vile Man 
-antended to eftablifh the fame Method 
af Government inthe Roman Empire : 
and hie was fo impudent, that ever af- 
get that Victory,. he ufed to Magnify — 
at: and tho he durft not openly at- 
tempt the reducing the Remans to the | 

fame State, -yet he behaved himfelf fo 
as if he’ had confidered all others as 
his Slaves : he began with the degrading 
thofe that were in honourable Im- 
_ ployments ; for he fubjeéted. the Ada- 
giytrates and the Chief Cstizens of the 
greateft Cittes, that were in the emi- 
nenteft Rank, tothe Lam of Torture: 
_ and upon the flighteft accounts, and in 
Matters that were meerly civil, he 

would put them to death as — 
| | ee 100 
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ook him, and for: leffer tranfgceflions 


he put them in Irons; he took fuch 
Women of Quality as pleafed him our 
of their own Houfes, and brought 
them by Violence to his Seragle: 


‘and.when any were.to be whipped, 


he had Pofts {truck into. the ground in 


his Stables, to. which they. were tied, 


and fo ftretcht out, which was done. 
more Infamonfly than was-wont to be- 
doné tothe Slaves themfelves. VVhar. 
Shall <I. fay of his. Divificns, and his. 
Pleafure ?. He had fome Bears that he. 
hed chofen out,in a great many years: 
among. all othets, that were. the big-- 


_ geft and the fierceft that could be 


found, and that were by Confequence- 


fo much the fiker to himfelf : and- 


when he intended to. divert himfelf, 


he orderéd one of thefe to be brought. 


out, and a Afar to. be thrown to him, . 


not to be killed by him out-right, but 
to be eat upin-morfels: and asthe - 
Limbs of thefe Wretches were torn . 


afunder, he.ufed to burft out moft in- 
Gecently into Laughter 3. fo that he 


feldom went to Supper bfeore he had © 
fhed fome mans Blocd.. As for thofe 
OO Bg that 


v ots 
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that had. no Dignity, he condemned: 
them to be bnrnt: andthe at firft he 
gave the Chrifisans leave to be gone, 
yet afterwards he not only condemned: 
them to Torture, ‘but to be burnt ip. 
flow Fires: the manner of which was 
this, they were firft chained to a Poft,. 
then there wasa gentle Fire fet to the. 
Soles of their Feet, by which all the 
Callus of the Foot was contracted, till: 
at laft it fell all off from the Bones.; 
then Flambeaux. were lighted and put. 
Ont; and vvuile they vvere hot, they- 
clapt them to all the parts of their bo-. 
dy, that fo they might he. tortured: 
alt ever: and care vv¥as taken to keep. 
“them alive as long’as vvas poffible, by- 
throvving cold Water in their Faces, 
and. by giving them vvherevvith t6. — 
wath. their Mouths , Icf otherwvife 
the Violence of the Mifery that they 
{uffred fhould have quite dried up. 
theic Throats, and, fo choaked them. 
“Thus their Safférings. vvere lengthned 
out vviole days,. til] at Jaft their Skin 
being quite confumed by the Fire, ic — 
at laft reacht to their Vitals, and then. 
ai greet Fire vyaskindled, into Se 
ane — | cary 
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Wey rere throvvn, and fe their Bo- 
lies vvere burnt to Afhes: and their 
‘Bones that vvere not quite burnt, vvere 
Zathered-and groundto povvder, and 
Sheowvi ito fome River, or into the 


Ca..  .2- . 2. 
‘XXIL-Thefe pradtices of Cruelty, 
- that vvere begun upan the nich Aas. 
grevv in him to {ucha Habit, that he 
_-began.to.exercife ‘them upon others; 
he never’ punilhed any gently ;- he fel- 
_ dem: baniffied any, nor did he con 
- demn many to Imprifonment, or to 
vvorke i Mines: but his dayly Jude. 
ments, vvhich._palt the moft eafily from _ 
him, -vvere the, condemning men to be 
burnt, to he Crucified, or.te be throvvn 
tolWild Bes js. His. Domeftiks, and 
thofe. vvhom he imploicd in his Afftirs, 
vvere affo feverely ditciplined by him. 
And as to all Capital Maiters, 2Be= 
thecaie vvas thought an extraordinary 
-Gracen wyaich w¥as. granted to-vety — 
‘few 3. fo thar it. was lookt-on- as a 
.Reward for paft Services, to have the 
favour of agentle Deaih; yet all thefe. 
‘were fae Matters. Eloquence was - 
Axftinguifhed by, him; the sdsvocates 
en: re. ee Were 
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were deltroyed, and all that. were 
Jearmed inthe 24%, were either bat 
nifhed , or put to death's. all fort of 
‘Liceratufe was ‘reconed among: “the 
‘ii’ Atts, and all‘Learned Meir * Were 
looke .on, as ill:affs€ted to. the: Ev#pi- 
‘your, and were both hated and. ruined 
‘by him. The Fadges having Saperfeded 
‘all the Laws, had a Licence given 
them to: do whatfogvter they “pleafed', 
and Military Men, who had no fort of 


“Learning, were made Fudges inthe fe- - 
veral Provinces, without having fo” 


much as Afi fors affigned then. 

XXII. ‘He allo took care to involve 
the whole: Empire into a general: Ca- 
Temity, and tinder a commen Gric- 
-yance, by the new Zzx-that he. lard 
both on the Cities and Provinces; 
which was fo feverely levied by tlie 
-Taxmen that -he fent every where, 
that the ftate of Affairs looktas difmal 
as if the Empire had pbéen over -run by 
fome’ Enemy ,.6r as if it had’ been 
brought under fome heavy Bondage. 
All mens Fields were meafured, an ae- 
count was taken: ofall thelt Trees and 
Vines, and-ofall Cattle 5 ail men ie 
e ’ Bi yates. | 7% ] 4g 
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likewife polled, and where thofe lifts. . 
were‘ miade, , no, difference was put - 
between thofe.that lived, in Town of. 
Gountrey;’: _ Andes the Taxing was . 
managed in the. Haws, withour any.- 
Diftindtion ofthe antient Citizens,and 
rhofe! thar, were . newly come - ouc of © 
the Counttey, fo in the Villages. all: 
people came with: their: Children and * 
Stavesrt6r be!-Jifted : and. . “upon - “the! 
flightefh fufpitions men mete whipt, oz: 
tortured:; Gaildren were hanged up in’: 
the fight of their Parents + Slaves were: : 
dealt with to acoale their Malters, and : 
Wives -: to:.accufe,. their, ;Hosbands: ne 
When! 1s: fort‘ of; cbridgpee £0 could 
forinds i; mem were-forped by Pobre | 
to acsitte;;themfelves, and..when’ any 
thing’: was thus -extorted from them » 
then they were Proceeded again ay 
if they had. been clearly.- cae : 
ahofe Crimes.. No. regard. we : 
either. to Mens. Age | Ze ents fry 5 - 
fori. the-Sick ‘pnd , Feeble. were eam 
“ag ywell'sas the. “ba ee and nth 
imate . that.. was: madg | meth 
ABE, they..added years, ta ea fe" ‘chat 
< WeZE. - net zyer Of Age} . as.- sey ite- ~ 
a ge: Trace thd 
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tracted’ fome from thofe that were* 
paft. it.. -All places..were  full- of: 
Grief and Sorrow.’ And he adven-' 
tured. to put in execution againft the’. 
Romans, and thofe Prevsnces that were’. 
Sabjeded. to. them, all that any Con*’ 
querdurs.had done to thofe who being:- 
fubdued by.them, where by theLaw.. 
of: War. at.-their Mercy: . as if ‘he 
would: have revenged the Fax that’ 
Trajan, put on his Anceftors, the Das 
cians ‘which fie laid ‘on them as-z.. 


-Punifhment for’ their frequent. Rebels. 


lions... After that all-men were. thus | 
lifted). then fo much money: was laid . 
upon ‘every ‘mans head, ‘as if: he had: 
eer to, pay 0 much. for his life? 

Yet. this. matter was. not’ trufted to . 


the firft. "Faxmen, ‘but’ new, {ets: of = 


thent, one. after another, were -fent 


about 5 that new men might always. 


find new.matter to work’ upon s -and.” 

tho. they could: really difcover ‘nos. 

thing;, yet they encreafed-thenumbers 

am-the lifts. that they.made, that: {o'it.- 
‘Rnight not be faid, that they had‘been..? 
ent .to-.no.. purpofeé:: By the. means: - 

‘O&thale Opprefiions, the Stack of-.the 
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Cattle veas much diminifhed, and ma- — 
‘Ry.men dicd: and yet the Taxes con- 
waved fill tobe levied, even for thofe 
. that vvere dead: to fuch Milery yvere 
men reduced, “that even Death did 
Hat put an, end to it. The- Beggars. 
vvere the only perfons that vvere ex-" 
empted from thefe Opprefions; fox... 
to have. nothing to pay, vvas the on- | 
ly vvay to be.covered from thofe Ex-. 
actions: But this -Curfed Man took 
are to pnt an end to their-vvants 3 for 
he gave. Orders. to gather -them.all: . 
together, and to, put them in VWeffels,. 
and: vyhen they vyere at Sea, he or . 
dered them:.to be all. droyvned. So- . 
‘Compaffionate vyvas he, “that he vvas | 
-gefolved that. no body fhould: be ex-.. 
queamly miferable. during his’ raigns . 
thus he found out an. effectel Ex... 

_ pedient to keep all men from- pre- 
tending Poverty, as an Excufe front 
playing. the Faxes, but heat the fame- : — 
 stime, again& all the Rules. of. Huma - 

| smity, put a multicude. of . miferable 
{ DesfonstoDeath®. =. 
- X¥XIVe- Ac Jaft the Judgements of * 
God came:to.feife onhim-:, and nov . 
aa cf oa 
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all that SuccefS which he had hither 
to enjoyed: came'ro be.changed. _ While: 
te was applying himfelf torthofe thing? 
af wifich I have given ‘you-am accouht?. 
he had taken nocare todeftroy ortodes 


_. throne ConfPance , for ‘he’ was waitin - 


for his Death; yet he did not ‘appre- 
hend that it‘would ‘come fo fuddenly 43 __ 
irdid. But ‘Confhence being now very. 
fick, writ'té himthat he ntight fend-his 
Son ConSantine ‘to hin, havisig made 
the fame defire often before, ‘but tone . 
purpofe : for Ad«ximian had to mind 
to let: him go to-his‘Father::-on the . 
- ‘contrary, he had expofed him tomany 
- Dangers, hopin#’ that‘he would: have - 
fallen under fone of them-s- he dat . 
“net ake an-epenAtéempt upon him 
fearidg a Civst War, or rather a Mosiny 
among the Souldiers > but undera-pro- — 
 tence-of -exercifeing him, hé had er 
gaged him to: eacounter with. Wild * 
-Beafts, yet ad was in-vain, for: asthe © 
“Hand of God-was-viftble-n ProteQing | 
 thinr all-aloag, fo it appeared: mok , 
_fignally now in the laft and critical mo- ’ 
ment ;- for the‘ Evzperour not knowing 
how he- could -deny- it any longer, — 
ne ae granted: 
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eranted hint at laft'a pafs, which hid 
the Seal -put'to it, while it was late. ;: 
but he: ordered him to: comé to him 
pext morning toreceive his. Commandg 
tind he had refolved either to‘find fome 
‘Colour for-hindering his Journey or 
‘to fend Orders to Severws, to ftop him - 
‘en the Way: Conftantine had fome ap* 
prehenfion ef chat which might happes, _ 
rand’ thetefore.asfoon.as the Emperour .. 


arent to-fleep, after Supper he took . 
‘cfonrney, -and in the feveral Stages . 
“thro which he-paft,- he carried with . 
‘dtimall the Poft-Horfes: The Emperovr © 
on purpofe todelay-him, did not open . 


“his. dbor nextday tillic whsnoon, and 


_——— = 
ne - e 


‘hen he -ealled*fpr: him-: bat he-heard = - 
« that he had gone laft Night,immediatly 
: cafter Supper 5-upon which. the Exper - 


. your fell into amoft viotent fic of rages _ 


and ordered fome to be fent after him — 


5 for fetching him back ; bus. when he 


- sundet{tood thitihe carriedall the Pol . 
. ! Holes: with shim, fo that this:conkd 
“+ gob’.be done,’ thea Emperoan could 
- chardly ‘forbear weeping. + ‘Conftantsue_. 
= made all che haft thatwas poflible;:and- 
: found-his Fathex jp oreathing out his. 
eS 7. | 


aft. 
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laf; Conftancerecomumended this Soxto. 
to. che Sealdters, and delivered over the. 
 Bupire, to, hin, sand. {9 he egded hig. - 
Life in all, points ‘as: he wiihad- to;do,. 
Conftantine was no fooner poll fied. of. 
the Ewpire, then he gave the Chrif- saggy 
the free Liberty. -of their Religron, {q, +. 
_ that his firft Easé was the reftoring the-. 
Bxercife of this holy Religion. 
- XXV« Wichin.a few days after this, 
his Jmaze withtke CharacRers. of, the: 
Jmperial Dignity upor. ity was feng: te. - 
' Maximians he was. long in. fufpences. . 
‘mot knowing: what he. fhould de, he 
ence intended to throw both the: Jmage 
icfelfpand.dikewife; 44m, thatbrought - 
it-into the Fyre: bat his Fciends divested: : 
‘him.from-this 5. for they vvere fenfible: - 
‘of the Inconveniences of irritating the- - 
Army, vwho-vvere already difpleafed, 
’ becaufethae no’ notice vvas taken of: ’ 
-thenrin the Namination of the. Ca/erg: 
. and they nught :probably: enough -hayve- - 
‘ Geclared.for Couftantine, if: they thonld. : 
have feen him coming again: Afexs- 
. wan. atthe head of an. Army. Thefe.,. 
. Advifes prevailedfo far uponhim,that 
tho it vvas mach against his Heart, a9 = 
ths Re a 1G: 


f 
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_ pronecded: to.that “pitch ‘ef Madnefs 
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he received! the. Stasme, ‘and fent Cone, 
frantine the Pyrple, that fq it might: 


“appear. that she: had of hisiowp-accord: 


received’ him- into the. Partuerfhip of 
the Empire. Bot this broke-all: his mear.. 
fares; . nor eould: he now. make. an. 


other Zmperoxr Supernumerary:; yee. 


he fell upon this Contrivance, of decla-. 
ring Severut, who -was.the Antica. 
ter Perfon, Emperour, and Confrantsus:. 
not. Esperesr (as had -besn: already 


- done) but Cefaronly, in Partnerfhip . | 


with Afeximen,. that fo initead of.ber, 


dag next to himfelf, ke might be ple laft- = 


ofthe Four, 0 con bloc Te 
XXXVI. Bre while: He thought that- 


this marcer was quite fetled;he received 
- anew Alarm,:. which was, that Afaxen-. , 


' 


was declared -Emperoxur at Rome.. The 


“eccafion:of which was this: Afaximian. 
- paving-refokved to exhauft the Wealth 


ofthe whole Empire by. his Jmpofitions, . 


nw .. 
‘that he would not fewmuch as raat the. 
City. of Rome an Exemption from this. 
Tax: fo he namedthe Laxmen,. who: 
fiquld goto: Rome. totake.s soa or 
an oe ! . . Cir t | 
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that were. in the City; he had’alfo at* 
the fame time made at'-attempt epon::: 
ome of the:Privilidges Of'the Pr etorian 
Yartds ; £6 4 few of -thole:Guards that: 
wére left at Rome; ‘having founda fie 
Opportunity for it, they firft :kilted 
fome of the Fudges;~ and. perceiving: 
that the People, who. were: now nweh 
irriated,were not ill pleafed at this, they 
declared Adaxentigds Emmperodr.t When 
the news’ of this: was. brought tot Auer 

 &imiad, he was alittle diferdered with . 

the ‘firft-furprife of. it, yethe-wadnor . 
gnuch terrified atit. ‘He both-hated the - 
Man, and could not refolve*toumke — 
‘ero Ce/fars all ac'a tint. Me theug ht 
“ie* was: enowsh-te have:been for-ante - 

. “eonrained' to .do'a ‘thing :to Whithche. - 
-had-not 4 mind;fe he fent for Severps,&, 

- -perfwaded him to’ affume the Empire, | 
‘ and he fent him again Afaxrontins with 
‘the: Army that had beon: under his-Fs- 
chhers tominands “and: ordered histo . 
eAnerch freight «p Rome, krowing-well 
© ghat thofeSomldiees, who:hadtaltedifo - . 
often of ‘the “Pleafures of that: place, 

¢ wouldénot only endeavourita: prefeirve | 

ugh Cery, ek. waabd-defireto thakecit - 
rr their. 
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“Sheit chiefquarter. Adsxextins begin- 
hing:to reflect on the Boldnefs of kis un- 
dertaking }:asOn the one hand he had 
fome ‘reafon to hope, that the Army 
which had fo long been commanded by 
Bis Father, might be eafily practifed 
pon to declare for himf{elf ; fo on the 
other hand he apprehended , that his 
Father-in-law, fearing the fame thing, 
might leave Severus in Illyricam, and 
might come in perfon with his own 
wrmy to deftroy. him: upon this he . 
began to contrive the means of fecuring 
himfelf from this danger,which-was 
hanging over hisHead;fo he fent thePur 
ple to.his Father, who had lived in Cam- 
ania ever fince hisRefignation of theEm-- 
girezand he declared him now for the {e- 
cond timeEmperour His F ather,who had 
sefigned:againit bis will, and was lon- 
ging for aChange inthe State of Affairs, 
“accepted ofie very willingly. In the 
mean while Severus. marched with his 
Army, and came at: Jaft to the very 
Walls of Rome, But ‘the Seuldiers — 
feeing againft whoni they were come, 
did immediately abandon him,ard went 
over to. ‘him again} whom. they — 
od s | cle. 
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fent. Severss being thus forfaken, Vas | 
forcedto fly... But be vvas met, on hig-- 
vray by A4iximean. ‘the elder, wvho™ 
had novv.aflumed the! Empixey fo -thak 
to avoid: him he vvent. tq Revenpa. ad 
and vvitha (malt handful of men hé | 
- fut himfelfe up in that place: and) 
feeing that he muft needs‘be delivered.” - 
up, he refolved to. prevent that, and 
both rendred himfelfe, and: gaye. back 
the Lmperial:Parple tahim from vvhom _ 
he had seceived: it: . but-all thas he” 
could obtain. by. his Submiffion, vvas 
a Gentle Death, for. order-vvis: given 
tocut his Veins, fo that be. died: eas 

— fily. Thus did.) Hexiazan cperfecnte 
“thofe that vvere failed sup. by shims 
XXVIII. But. Adaximian the elder: 
knevy vvcéll che Macncis of Alaxgms ae 
the yarger cond dt nat doubt - bpe | 
that as foon as the nevvs of. Seder 
his Death: fhould: be brought him, |he 
vvonld upon the heat-of Anger., iito 
which that mightthrovy him, match, 
Immediately vvith his Army, and 
vvould perhans bring along vvith. him 
_DAaximins Forces 5. and, he knevv: yyelt 
rut ee : . | that: 


| 
3 
' 
| 
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. fied’: There was no hope of carrying 
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that he was not ftrong enough to res 
fift {o great'an Army, therefore he 
fortified ‘Rome; and having fetled mat- 
ters inthe heft method that he could, 
bs. marched into Gasle, that fo he. 
might engage Con/lantine into his. In- 


terefts, by offering him his yourger 


Daughter in Marriage. But the other 
Maximian haying gathcred together 


fits’ Zroops, marched into fraly, and: 


came to Rome, refolving to ‘extirpate 
the Jnh.zbitants, and in particular ta 


deftroy all the Senators but ne found ; ae 


it by.a Surprife, and it was avery has 
thing to befiege it, nor had he A¢em- 
enough for the Siege: for he had never 


before feen. Rome, nor knev how 


| great it was; but had fancicd thar ie 
_ was. no grester than thofe other Ce 
 gieswhich he had fecn, Some oc the 


A 


Legions began to have. a’ Horror at 
the unnatural Fer, in which the Fa- 
ther ine Law was fighting. againft his 
Son in-Baw, and the’ Roma Souldiers. 


were fighting againft the City of” 


Rome supon which chey carried their. 
| Coiours . 


. 
> 7 
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Colours. with them, and deferted, an 
-many Others were ftaggering, fo that 
fearing Severus’s Fate, he was. fo 
_ funk with the fright iato which this 
threw him, that cafting himfelf at thé 
Souldters feet. he begged that they | 
would not deliver him up to his En- 
nemy: and what with his Submiffions, 
and what with the great Promifes 
that he made them, he prevailed over 
them to continue true to him; buthe 
would fot venture more with -fuch 
Troops: fo he marched away in aif 
hafte, and in fuch great Confternation, 
that if he had been purfued by. ever 

, fo {mall a Body, it had been an eafy 
thing to have defeated him quite, 
whereof being: apprehenfive, he fent 
out his 4rmy in Partics on all hands, 
with Orders to Plunder and Deftroy 
the whole Ceuatrey, that it might not 
be poffible for,an Army that mighs. 
purfue him. to find whereupon ta 
fubfift., fothat ‘allthat Part of Italy, 
thro which this deftroying Army had 
marcht, was quite ruined ; all was 
‘{poiled, Women were Forced, Vir- 
. §ins were Ravifhed, and all men were 
7, eee tortured, 
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tortured, that they might difcover 
where their Wives;. their Daughters 
or their Treafures were concealed ;: 
and the Flocks of Sheep and Herds of 
Cattle were driven before them; as 
they ufed to. do the Spoils that they | 
took from the Barbarsans’; and thus he; 
who inftead of being the Roman Empea 
rour, was now become the Plunderer. of 
_ ftaly, retired back into his own Divifi- 
On, after he had in this Hoftile manner 
— deftroyed the whole Conmsrey. He had 
Indeed Jong before this, at the time of 
his receiving the. Empire, declared him- 
felf fuch an Enemy to the veryname of 
a Roman, -that -he.. once intended to 
have changed the very Defignation of 
the Empire,fo that inftead of the Roman, 
ix fhould have agi called the Dacian 
Empire. 934 : 
XXVIII. “Afver that he: had left Italy | 
in this manner, the other Afaximian 
returned out of Gawle,andke and his Sen 
avere Malters of that part of the 3 Empire, 
but the So was much more confidered 
than. the Father, both. becaufe’ -he-bad 
given the firft rife to this Revolution, 
and that he had invited his Father te 
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his. fhare in it. The Old Jan grew 
uneafy when he faw that he had not 
in all points the Aafer, and by an 
Emulation unworthy of a Man, he. 
envied his Sou that refpect which he | 
{aw was payed him. This went fo far | 
with him.» that he-refolved to drive 
away his Son, that fo he might reign 
‘ @lone s this he thought would be eafily 
effected, and that the Soxldiers, who 
had abandoned Severms, would flick | 
firmly to-him. Uponwhich he called - 
together an Affembly of the People, and 
the Souldsery, as if he had fome mate - 
ter. of great Confeqnence to be comm- 
Municated to them. He harangued 
‘to them long upon the Miferies thas 
day on the Commonwealth, and at laft 
he :peinted out to his Sea, and faid, 
he was the Caufe of afl thofe Miferies, 
andthe Chief. Gccafion of all the Ca- 
famities ‘that lay upon the Common 
wealiy : and therefore he tore ‘the 
Imperial Purple from him. He being. 
thus ftript. of thet badge of Dignity, 
Jeapt down from the bench on which 
the Emperour fat, and was well re- 

ceived by the Sesldiers, who expreiled 


‘\ 


t 
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— “pon this Occafion fo much Anger and 


‘Fury; that the Od Mas being. affrigh- 
ted atitsfell into great Diforder, and 
‘was driven out of Rome almoft as igno- 
““minioufly as 4rgain the prexd had been.,- 


fs - XXIKS He retired firlt to Ganle, 


‘snd after tat. he: had ftaid’ there for 
“Some time, he weet tothe other- 1Z4- 
-Kéiitany knowing’ hit to be his Sons 
“|nvetarate Enemy 5 he preteided that 
Ae went to concert with iin fome 
‘things’ relating to the ftare of the 
— Common-wraiths; but his trve Befign . 


* was: that he might under this pretence 


sof ‘Reconsiiacions leek an Occafion 
‘to Murder hist, ond fo -pofies him- 


8. Self of his. fhare cf the. Empire, fince 


s 


“he was now thruft-ouc of his own, 


-'Diockes was'ther with the other Jtixi- 
gaian, for he had-beendeni for by him, 
“that fo his prefence: night give fome 
“more Aothority-to his inftaiiing of 
" Licinios ™ * Sever gs’s ficad So thet 
--hoth the Old. Emperchrs happened to- 


Ube preflent on that occafion 3 and “now 


‘there wereadllat once fix Eonperours. 
But Maximian the elder finding that 
: there vvas a-Diltraétion in the ~ 
a : . an 
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and that he could‘not compafs his Dee 
figns, fled again for the third time, 
and withdrew into Gaulé, ‘with new 
- Projects no lefs wicked thanthe former 
had been: for tho both Conftaxtine 
-and his Father Conftance had matried 
two of his Daughters, yet :he laida 
-defign againft his Life, and tn. order 
‘to his effecting it, he laid afide-his Jm- 
perial Habit. The Franks were then 


eee ee 


in Armes, fo that Conffantine was. 
obliged to march againft them. But 
his Eather.in-Law perfwaded him, . 
“who as. yet was in no diftruft of him, ~ 


that it*was not neceflasy te cagry his 


-whole Army with him : arid thag a - 


fail Body would be fufficient for de- 


_ feating thefe Barbarians; that as he 


‘might have tho Army that was lefc.be- 
“hind in hfs ovwaucPower,. fo Conftantige 


“be Infalltsly over-whelmed by the 


Franks. He vvas eafily vvrought on by © 


his Father-in-Law 4x vvhofe long Ex- 
“perience gave great Anthority to his 
Advices. So after that {ome days vvere 
 paft, and that Adexsman believed his 
‘Son-in: Law yvas novy.engaged _— 
zs an the 


a 


= having fo few Troops with him,might — 


po 
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’ the Barbarians, he again affumed. the 


i 


a 


Purple, brake. in upon the publick, Trea , 
fue, and as he.,.was wont.to: do, he 


_ ‘-diftributed a: Japge, Donative among 
alle oer Se bat as 


ports concerning Confiansine.:. but all 
ports Boe Rone 


'- this was quickly turned upon him.: for 


Conftantine was foon  advertifed of all 
that hhad paft,.and came-back with 


to a thipnlel sap 
within it. :. Conftansine did quickly ime 


Nay 


t 


ses 


sate od a i 5 3 
“and, treacherous; Father-iu:Law., ; Was 


oy aa 
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‘now in Conftantincs power; who fatis- 
fied: himfelf with laying his Crimes 
 ‘pefote him, and “fo chiding him for 
them, he ftripe him of ‘his Bnperial 


Purple ; but carried hts Refentments no ~~ 


further ; .and left him ‘both his Life and 
Liberty, = 
'” ¥XK. But Maint having loft 
_ both the Dignity of an Empétonr, and 
‘the Regard’that was payed tb. him as 
& Fasher-in-Law, and not being able 
to bear-this LownefS of Fortune, fell 
‘to contrive new Pyts: and fuch il 
wile. made he “of Confhantine’s forgiving 
Film; that he’ ft dn his ‘Daughter Fail- 
PA, Soliciting Ker, what with Carefles, 
and what with Entreaties, to contrive 
her Husbands Ruine, and promifed her 
a bettér Ausband ‘when that. fhould be 
once done ; fo’ he befought fer tb 
leave their’ Bed-<CHamber Door fome- 
Yinrées open, fhe ‘undertook to do-all 
“that he begged of her, but revealed all 
toher Husband: Thus a Train waslaid 
for difcovering his Treafins, in an un- 
“ deniable mannef.; there was an Eumich 
put in Cohftansines Place, to fiffer what 
‘was propected | adainft “ thim.’’ Mais 
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man rofe in the’ dead filence of the | 
Night ; and all things feemed favou- 
dabble githint < he faiw fotnt few Guards, \ 

that were at! fome’diftance from the 
Bed-Chamber’; he told’ them, that he 
was Boing val Ahis Son-in-law an 
account of a ftrange Dream that he 
fa dreamt. ‘So he Went’ in Armed 
and “Having Killed the Ewwxh, ‘and 

_ fahcying that he had“executed ‘this Pro-_ 

&, he cime out boating of whae he 

d dont. But he was not ‘a little | 
confounded when he faw’ Con/tantine 
toning. “towards hint ‘with fomé Soiil- 

} ders’ ebdue itt: “Phie”dead ‘Rody. df 
the Lunch was drawn our; {o'that he 
was manifethy convicted ‘of the Mar. 
der v-and: he ‘was fo confounded with 
‘thi’ Diftovery of his ‘Treachery, ‘thar 
the’ was, ag itVwere. ftrutk dead with 
it, ‘hor had he" tatty Wore" of Excu& or 
-Defencd’ ready, “'Thé choift” of the 
“‘tnanhet of ‘his ‘Death wis left. to ‘hith, 
‘arid he madé cHoice of Hariging. ‘Thus 
this . Entifercur, tt the lon 
Vedrltof."2.0 ‘Wears ‘Reign, Had gaver- ~ 
nel the Rohe’ Bipive wilh: Benue 
“Glory, Was’ iow forced to- this ‘moft 

a ee F 2 Igno- ¢ 
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depen, ‘End: of oe ‘Begone 


a ho is He cc. Peis 
ad his. People, .were,, ja debe nexy 
ee no “Te 3 vilible | upon’ the, other 
Maxi that, ‘had been indeed the 
a hief. ae of this Persian He 


as now, thi ae cel pat ithe 
i tals 0 i ; 


Na Qe: 


cons ie iy a “many 0 oe ae 
Lrovsnces 5. yet, naw in ead. 0 pertor: - 
ing ai he, nade. ule of F this ‘So 

ay new, Tages Pen them... i is 
Rh e * Tmnpofiti itions that ‘fh “raifed 

this ‘occalion,,.. shiefl. e * thofe, pe h 
A - laid 19n1..the | Corns | ‘here ere 
Sop ders x ‘rather’ Hangmen.y, ate 
waited oa ‘the e Lex -mapiers. ai ad 
“mei “did not. know: whither to tum 
| “them, “The, Ke) cers “came {Wi i et 
“inteafon le’ Deman and thdfe, who 
Had sta Tea fan si he 
we ere. “fiabjetted | fo great... Variety. of 
on a os 
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‘Torture$ ftom whith-they had no’ way 
10! fave’ théerifelves, but ‘by doing that 
whica was tmpoffiblé’for them! Mer 
were ber With fach nuriters’ of 
Soldiers; that they could hardly 
-bbeath * for’ 'theth - there was little or 
ino -eeflation inthe Trouble to which 
‘theyowere putiall: the year rountd ; * thé 
very Foudes hd theSohers. that attended 
-wporthemy fell into! many Quatrels 


. amoneftthemfelves: ‘theré was not a 


F 
| 


ress be 
¢ 


‘Barn-not‘a Vineyard that’ was not {é- 


-verely : vifited’, -nor indeed was there 


‘enouigtt left ta preferve men alive. But 


tho thig:nfay ema verry’ Intolerable 


: tus:to.\fhatch ‘out of rhens 
Mouths’ that Bread which’ they had 
farned. by their T abour,- yet: al} this was 
fofiried by ahe hopes that were-given 
of whatithe. Emperér was to-do: in his 
twentieth year, « [e' was expected: that 
men fluid :appear: in» rich’-Gloathes, 
and bring much Gold: and ‘Silvér along 
with them, but it was not pofible to 
provide. this,’ except by the fale ot 
tha iproduét ofithe Ground ; and when 
thiamad Tyrant: deftroyed all that, fo 
that all.men wdre. ruined in ‘order to 
con | : F 3 | the 
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the. raifing; of that Treafare, which 
was defigned to bp laid ove syhea_. the 
rwenticth year Should: come-; yer the 
Emperonr. lived not long enough for 
that. - ee ee ee 
|» XXXIL: When. Eéelsing was de- 
¢lared Enmaperor 5 SAgxineiaes; sete 
it extremely , -and 'would- seither be 
gontented any longer with. .thec Tale 
of Cafar, nox allow Licinins: the Pre- 
¢gedence: Upon this! -Maximian- feat 
many Meffengers to- him, tevinduce 
him to fubmit to. the Order; that he | 
had. fetled 5 and to pay :the: Refped 
thar Was duc to Licinuw’s Age, and to 
his Grey Hairs. But Aécuyninftood up- 
on his Terms, and very:boldly faid, that 
he to whom the Purple had been. frit 
given, ought always to.be condidered 
as the Anctenter Emperor :: and fo he | 
woyld.neher. yield: to Adsxmnians’ In- 
treaties, “nor fo his: Commands,’ ‘The 
. Tyrant was extremely troubled at. this, 
~ and in his brutal way. he complained 
of Maximin’s Ingratitude, whonr. he 
- had raifed jing tela flate tof 
great.a dignity; of which'‘ the other 
was now é Gomundtub a. ro reject all 
ie his. 


7 
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his Orders, and his moft earneft De- 
dires.. But when he faw that nothing 
‘ eould prevail on. hitn, he. refolved to 
put an end to this fecond Rank of Dig- _ 
amity, and fo to extinguifh the Title - 
of Cear ; therefore as he, declared - 
~hinfelf, and: Licyasns the Emperou rs, 
fo he declared Maxentins and. Cenfan- 
ding the. Sons: of the Emperours, (by - 
‘Which | Maxinéz waa quite fhut.out, ). 
; But he not daunted with ..this, writ to- 
“him, thet upon ‘the latk occafion of a 
great’ Aflembly:. that naet in the Field 
Of Mars, he bad. been faluted’. Ewpee 
youn By the ding. Maxcmnlan: veceit. 
wed: ths. with/ great’ Regret, “ber yet 
_fapon it he deglared all.the soar Empet 
 s¥ors oe, ae Be ae 
~i:> SOCKOL In the eighteenth year of 
his Réign, he was vilited by God: with 
"an Incurable ftroke: An Wier bred -ia 
| his Secret Parts, svhich daily grew. 
cand {pread. ‘The Plyfitians. uled. both 
j dntifions , and other Adedicines: but 
though they brought it. to a Cieatrices . 
and feemed to have healed. it, yet . 
dt feftred, and broke out agai, 
~ and the Humour -did fo -corrode. 
9 _ E4 - the. 


‘ 
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the Veflels, that a Vem burft, up- 
on which. he lof much Blood, «that 
i had almoft coft him his. Life ; for 
it was very hard to ftop it. A new 
Cure was carried on with that fuccefs; 
that the Wound was agai brought to © 
a Cicatrice. But upon a little: -fheking 
of his Body, the:Vein broke again, and 
he loft at this fecond :time more Brood 
than he had done at firft. .Hé became 
pale, fank, and wafted to. nothing. 
So that the low eftate of his Body 
made that he loft no more Blood. But 


_ now his Wound became more dange- 


yous, outward applications. had: no ef+ 
fe&t any more upon it: “The Cancer 
fpread it felf ftill further, ‘and_ the 


More it was cut, it feemed to grow. 


“fo much the fafter ; all the moft. fa- 


~ mous. Plyfitians that were every where 


fearch’d for, began to loofe hopes. And 
while all human means became inef- 


~ feétual, recourfe was. had .to their 


Falfe Gods, and Prayers were made for 
his Recovery to Apollo and Ejculapins 


_And fome relief was pretended to have 


come from <poll. But he grew fill 
worfe and worfe. - His Deate feemed 
very — 
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_ Very nears} fr.the Cece, had confamed. 


all.the posqm: of, his, Bel; -his.. Guts 
Wers laid open, and were .likewile Tals 
yng, sand shis whole Breech Was: OVer- 
fun withthe Putrifaction ; fome bold, 
bur Runhappy: Phifitians would not for 
all this .gigc;avery, and, tho shey had no 
hope,of acoelss yer, they. were {tll 


trying. Bey - . Remee aes...‘ Thofe drove 
the: Evil. inwards, even through. his 


. Bones. ..t0 the. yery ,. Marrog, and now 


Waras began tabreed-within him. ‘The 
Ssngll,, that: came fr m ‘him was fo noy= | 


— form, ‘that 4 at, was: gle x not, only over all 


the: Palgte,, byt inthe very. Cizy likewile 5 
and the Pallages of F hts aa and Ex- 
cretgentp, ..weter now nixed, . all the 
angs. beg cortoded ; that fepa- 

gated them, eat up by Vermine,, 
"and the. ore Mal of his Body turned 
into an univerfal : ‘Rottennels. - Ww ith alk 
this, he had moft ingollerable Pairs, {0, 


os that hes often bellowed ‘out as if it’ 
_ bad. been a Bull wounded Some living 


—_—_ 


| Animals, and. others that were. boild, 


wee, applied, to: the Putrified parts, to, 
try if the heat ‘would draw out the Ver- 
oe and this indeed opened’ as it were 


eck Fg | 2 
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a Valt Hive of thenr: yet'# fecond Ini. 
pofthumation diftoveted': yet “a. ‘ntuck 

ater Sear,” f0-" thee Chis: Gael 
feetned ‘to diffolve all inte: Worms... A 
Hiydropf joyned to alt his‘other: dls, « id 
 ftrangely disfigure his Body : all his 
" apper Parts were exhaufted “quite, and. 
~ driéd’ like ‘a - meér Skeleton, ‘covered 
with a Deadélike Skin} “but 4 the farted 
time all his Lower Parts were felted. 


up Tike Bladders, that the Shape of 


his Feet was ‘fearce td be: feen any 
tore. In all this Mifery- did’ helan- 


guilt full year. His Confdeniee: was ; 


at Aft awakned: and He -was forced to 


ive - praife* ro God? “fo that Ji ‘the 


Intervals of his ‘pains, he ctyed often 
Gut, that’ be < would’ rebuild the’ Church 
af Nicomed?a, and: that he’ sould’ repair 
rhe’ Mifchiofs tae be’ bad dae’ and 
being in his Jaf Agonies, +he ‘publifhed 
this following Bar. a 
# Vide Eujeo.  * SARMIV.'" Among 
Ecckef. Haft. © our other Cares,for the 


A 


Wb 8. cape ts ~% Profit and Advantage \ 


of the: Commani-wealth, one was to re 
© dice all jedple to obferve the Antivnth 
© Laws y and the Publick ‘pytipline of 
. i the: 


_ 
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_ the Remans 5 and-in particular to ob- - 

lige the Chriftians, who had forfaken 
“the. -Relizion of their Fathers, to return, 

“so a better mind: having obferved,. 


“ithat they, by what Reafons foever 


‘. moved to-it,and been guilty of the 


*WilfulneG, and even Madne& of. 
: forfakin g the Anciens Inftitutions of 


‘ the firft Chriftians: and that-accord:. 


“ing .to- their different humours and 
‘ fancies. 3 they were framing new, 
“Laws, by which they might Go- 
‘ vern themfqves,- and were falling. 

* into Divifions, and forming many fe-. 


* parated Affemblies: wpon this, we gave. 


“ out our Edifis, obligmg them to re- 
‘turn back to their firft. Iyfitutions ; 
¢ which had great Effects on many ; but 
‘;while great. numbers continued ftill, 
“firm to their-Rules, and as on the’ 
“.one:hand-they did notoffer that Wore. 


‘ " Soip, and that Devotion to the Gods. 


‘that is due, {6 on the other hand they 
¢ did not aos -e the God of the Chri- 
‘ fians. - We therefore having regard: 
*-to all thefe things, and being moved, 
*by our Princely Compafion and our: 


* conftant Cuftom of Gentlene& to | 


* wards 


~m 
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©- wards all men,. have thoughe fit to 
& extend this our Grace and Pity even 


* towards the Chriftians: and therefore 


. © we do not only fuffer them to continue 


© in‘their Religion, but fufler them 
© to hold Affemblies for their Worfbip 


* provided always that they do no- 


‘thing contrary to the E/tablifbed Dif 
‘ cipline.. By another Ordinance we will 


© fignifie. our pleafure .to our Judges, 
©for their Direction. -In the mean 
“while we expett that the Chrifians, 
-_ Sin return to this our Clemency, fhall _ 


‘ pray to Ged for oxr Health, and for the 
“continuance of the Profperity of the 
* Common-wealth 5 and fothey may fill 


» “hope to enjoy our Protecton in their 


*- refpective Dwellings, | es 
~ XXXV. . This, Bds& -was_publifhed . 
at Nicomediaj the .laft Of April im Ma- 
simian'’s Eighth  Confulate, and . Maxi- 
wins Third. ‘Then when the Prifon 
Doors were fet open, were you, My 


~ Dear Donatus, with the other Prsfoners 


fet. at liberty, after you had been for 
the fpace of fix years {hut up.. Yet all 
thisdid not turn away the Judgments 
of God from Maximian: His Pure- 

fattion 
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Jaition went on-fill,: clll.: it--had-'quite 
-wafted his’ whole Subfhinee:s fo: that 


_ pot many days after the Publication of 


_ this Eds, -he breathed out his laft; ‘ha 
. -Ving recommended his #%fe and his Som 
to Licimius. And having put them into 
his hands, This came to be: known-in 
Nicomedia. before the end pf. May, .6 
that: he did: not: attain to his:twenrieth, 
year of Empire, which was not to’ ber 
gin before the firft of March follow- 
XXXVI. As‘foon as ever: Maximin - 
had heard the News of his Death, he 
being then -in the Ea, made all the 
haft that was poffible ‘to. take into his 
Pofleffion all thofe Provinces: and as 
Licinius lingered, he. poffeffed -himfelf © 
of all to the Straits of Thrace; -:and 
when. he: came.into Bithinia; he took 
care to, recommend himfelf.to the. 
Favour ofthe People, by. difcharging 
them of the Tax. that was’ laid on 
them. By this means the twa Empe- 
vows Were now 10. ijl ‘Terms, and al- . 
-  gnoft.engaged in a War: For they lag - 
| — with - their’ 4rmies'on the ‘oppofite — 
| - Shores, But expedients were found pe 


ras 
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for the: inaking up ofall their Differ 
rences; and-they had en Enterview: up- 
an the Seay int which they were not 
enly. reconciled, bet they eatred mito 
an Alliance: Meximin went bask, reo< 
koning that he was now. fecare; and fo - 
he. Syriacand Egypt jult.as. he. 
bad:.done..formerly: and :tho: the Chrs- 
fians were. now received under the Pro- 
gettin of the Government, yet he vps 
all. this, and he fer on underhand..the: 
_ Procuring <Addrefes. from. the feveral _ 
—— to be made to'him, for hindring 
the Chrifisans to. Build : Meeting Hoxfes 
within theirs. Bounds; that ‘he might 
feem to be in fore fort forced to do 
that. which he: had‘refolved on of his 
- ‘own: Accord. - So having granted: the: 
Demantd..of .thofe: wddveffes, he made 
the Chief ofthe ‘Priefis:in the! féveral - 
 Cikes, out-of thofe who: were of the 
Gouerarent of the City, which had not 
been pradtifed in any former time, and. 
he ordered them to offer every. day 
Sacrifiees. to all the’.Gods, and to -calf 
fo the:: Affiftanee of -all, the Antiens 
Pricfts, for looking after -the Chriftians, 
ts they. might. neither have Publick 
Meeting- 
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WMeeting-Hyafes, nor 'aflemble theméelves 
in Siar. (for. .thele Worfhip < and :ree 
quired them: that they ' fhoud fee: on 


them whereever .they could Galen ‘ 
_ and either force them to offer sacri 


or’ deliver them to:the Mayifrates.. And 

not contented with this. Subordiwation 
thiat “he -hadi:fétled among: the Prigit, 
he ordered: ame in: every Province tobe 
over. all: the: Prefs of the ‘Province. 
and as-he raifed thenr up to this vidoe Bowe 
gree of Aathwrity, [0° 

Splendor to it, he aedivadi te rshge 


wear that fort of: ite Habits: edged 


about with Gold). which. might only | 
de worn ‘by: the) Gitef Officers ‘of the 
Cour, He was refolved to put ‘the famé 
things in execution againit: the: Ciss- 
fléans in Yhe other Proviaceswhick: he . 
had alveddy:done in the Bai «Pordhat 
he might: 4eém: merciful towards thin, 


he would woe fiffer ithenk tone: putt 
Death, --but-he ordered. ‘anatiy” other 


Beiifoments again{t them, ‘fuch.as the 
hing out thew. Byes,: “the: Catrang. off 

their Mand or. -Feep, -and: the: Casting o 

their’ Nofes of the Eats ob iin a: 
XXXVI While he was! dling 


—-— 
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all thef! thidgs, she rectived -Leserte 
from: Confh anit; whith guts bina 1 
— fech. 2 fright, thatthe: defelved to,ciG 
fembl¢-for' fome umie. , Yet, whenloover 
atiy: Chriftian was found: out, “he was 
drowned -feeretly and:in the Night; . Nos 
did the! -difepatinue. his Cifam-of Goi 

fering Saerifiaes: every: day, 0 the 14+ 
ddces: He-alfo sbegan: anather Cuhopy - 
of ordeting:all the-Mese> that! was, to 

be ferved'upcto hag: Table, to-be-Qilered- 
cup firft by: the’ Priefs at fome ; Altar, 
and-not to beckilled by. his ewnCookg; 

fo that: riothing ‘was’ prefented |-tar,his 

Table, bit:thatiwhieh had pafled thaough 

by whichimeans iv'was that none could 

at with hin, without being ;.in fome- 
smanher ;or,-other-Polkted, ‘with theft’ 


Abomibatiana' -Jb alleshernthingphe 


folldweds che: pattern that Snis“Madket 
dad ferhimes For'if-chere was any thing 
"Jefe by Dicaktians 08. Manizbsans Op- . 
prefions::ihe-toals care-to raide all thag 
“fo exadthy, asto kefure toleave nothing: 
“xo any thap-fhould ,come,aftes.him,,.{9 
. that without any: ifork, Ofofhame y, he 
-Robbédithe, People #f alt they-had: ae 
: ut 


t 
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~ fhut up all mens Granarigs and> Sore- 
houfes, and-forced them. ta pay by au” 
‘Advance'the Taxes of the yeprto COMe. 
“So that there nor being feed. ‘to'fow the 
Ground, this brought | on moft into- 
lerable ‘Famine: Whole: Droves of | 
‘Cattel and: Sheep ‘were brought for his 
daily Sacrifices, with which ‘ke: fed his 
| Domefticks and his Souldsers fo copfe 
ml ‘that they came to defpite the 

| that was brought | them °for: their 
Provifion, fo that witheut any Care, 
they threw it often out of Doors. And 
-as he had # vaft .Army, fo. he ¢loathed 
Anis Guards‘v ‘very “richly, and- farnifhed 
del ‘with - “rauck Geld atid the corit- 
:moneft and raweft of his Souddiers had 
‘Silver in abundance given them. He 
was alfo extreme liberal to the Ber- 
-barians. All the Praife that is due to 
him is, that he -was like thofe.meiciful 
- Robbers, who: are’ contented to ‘ftrip 
men without killing.them; for if he 
did not put People to Death, that 
-he. might feize on their Eilates, -yet 
upon.every occafton he either tcok away. 
all they had, or-gave it to: nee as a 
oc it of bin ue ® 
“XXXVIE- “But 
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,. XXXVI. But there was one Mon- 
ftrous Wickednefé, that exceeded. all 
‘the reft, which he carried to fuch -a 
 blindand brutal degree, that one, can- 
not find Words equal to it, for the y- 
dignation which this mut give,. carries 
_ , ones thoughts farther than. his tongue 
will ferve him, to fét it. forth as it 
ought tobe. bee ey i eine 
His Eunuchs, and the other Infiru- 
— Mments.of his. dppetites, fearcht in all 
_ Places, and .wherefgever .they found .a 
Beautiful (omen, the was dragg’d away 
_, Without any. regard had of. her. Hus-— 
band or hee Pareats:. - Thole wan ne- 
-imployed ‘ig this Service, fript both. 
“Married. Women , and Maids, ‘and. 0- 
viewed them naked, and if any refufed 
.to fubmit to this, fhe was drowned as 
guilty of High, 'Treafon. Several Mar- 
ried Men, whofe Wives. were thus vio- 
Jently taken from them, not being 
able to bear the Grief which this gave 
them, murdered. themfelves‘ and .un- - 
der this Mentfter, there wasno other fe- 
curity for Modefty, bur Ugline&. At 
-faft -he. carried. this Licentioufne&. to 
- fuch a pitch, that no Body Bi Ala | 
cat ere 


= 


| 
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fered to marry withour his leave, and 
“Without his: faking” all Liberties with 
the: Bride. .befove :the Bridegroan vas 
admitted: He: rook: the: ‘Buzghters of 


the Men of Quality, and: rafter he him= 


<felf had corrupted them, ‘he gave them 
‘to his Siaves to marry them. His 
‘Cumeiers were ealily :induced ‘to fallow 
his wicked Example, and:to ‘defile the 
Beds‘ of fuck: as.\deperdied on ‘them: 
“for they faw that nobody durft’ pu- 


?mifly it: « Fhoft who were of . ordirta- 


“ry rank, were ravifhed by every | 
-at his Bleafare ; and fuck as were | f 


"athe Chief Rank , ‘ahd could not Be 


-Ravithed, werd bepyad OF thE Eniperor 
as Boons, ‘and'when'he fipned any fuch 
“prantt, the Father durft not refufé : tt, 
but faw that he muft-either die, of ace 
sept of fome:'Berbatida- for His Sonan- - 
‘Law. Fer he'had (carce any’ other Do- 
-mefticks/ or Garis, - but fuch as: had 
‘been dtiven our of their Countrys by 
“the Gorhs in the twentieth year of Dio- 


debian’s Reign, during that Feftivity. 


“All -thef@'-came and delivered them-~ 
felvesi us 10 Maxtinian, and ‘fo he made 


ale of - ‘thiofe™- who: had “fed -From. faved 


enflav 


\ 
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-enflaved by the -Gorks,:as his Inftru- 
: ments for: enflaying the Romabs;:Miaxt- 
-minbeing.environed with fuck. ‘Ghands, 
and. depending ‘fo entirely upon: ‘thon 
-as he did, treated-all- the reft.of she 
Eat with the. utmoit — of: sees 
4 tempts’ | 
XXXIX.: He: made thaihe eneafitie 
of hig ‘A ioe _ to; efteens | every. rhirig 
 bamful to which ibis: Defires :carnad hina; 
- And: accordisig to this:‘Rile, -thowgin he 
had .acknowledged’ the -Eniprefs dle 
via, that was Maximsans: Wadow:, | 
his adopted Biecher,:-yet thanidid. net 
_ oftcure her.;, fhe had come to live In his 
Gourds reckgping, that fhe would‘ibe, B- 

, fer there thar ip any, other plages fane: 
. he had a Wife of. his own, But nethiar 

““was.Sacred to him, when he-wes pufl- 

_ed on by. his impure Appetites 5 fhe-was 
yet. yin deep Mourning, the Year--nwe 
being. out, when he .propoled Maz- 

riage. to her , : offcring .2o- diverce. his. 

Wife, if the would ; accept, of; hit: - 
‘Her anfwer was fuch as;could have _ 
been. .expeted. from. her,;- that-fhe .could’ 
‘Not, treat -of her. Marriages while, fhe. 
Was yet in. her, ‘Mouraingss: abd while 


ase the — 
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the: Afhes of her- Husband, ‘his.adopted 
Father, were, not yet quite cold... She 
added, that..it’ was a {trarige piece of 
impiety in him,.to offer to; put: away! 
his:47,fe,, who had been-always: faiths 
ful to him: which let her f¢ what fhe: 
her felf might look for from hh im ;..anck 
inthe la place,-it Gemedite heb. no 
fnall Ceime,..as it, was: a thing withoun - 
aa. Example, fora’ Womas of her Ratko 
t9, think: of. a. fécond: Husband, ‘All 


} >. this; was, reported: to Maximin in ‘her 


_ hame. ; - Bur he was fo, \¢nraged at. it, 


shat.) hig, Brutal ‘ ‘Defires ~Were:. now 
hanged dato, Wirash-aid Fury. He 


c ; 
‘pe efenily pat barander a; Profcriptiony 


hp seized: oniher: Goods, he ‘todk her 
Servants :fram cher, and. tortured fome 
obchen Eqnuchs to, Death 5 and- {ent ber. 

ribeye, Mother. Jigtd- Banifhinent $ -but 
BRE ip Bayogertain, place; but ‘ardered 


‘Pesta be-husried about, froth placeita 


Bleed: and he chatged-fich;Womeii as 
Were: deareli: to. her, with | Adultery, 
and.upor that for ged’ Pretence he dco 


T 
te -y or Pp 
> £ peak bE 


OPNORG OM, ieee pte a 
7 svnek Lol bhere West an L Ancient; Wee 


AFT Qualitys  whoua! ‘Valeria: hall 
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~ glways -corilidered .as a. Mosher, _ and 
MMaxcimdan believed tHat the refotal chat — 
“tras male of him, was advifed ‘by her 4 
fo he ordered ‘Eratindus the Prefident ta, 
put her. to an. infamous Death ; with 
her he ordered:. cwo-other. Women of 
the fame. Quality tobe likewife exe. 
cated.’ The ‘ond was > Moth! to ‘ore 
Of: the Weal Virgins ‘of-. Rome, - thé 
other. was: the’ Walhio of aii Senacon, 
arid was the Baprefes: Kiafwothar + 
ut both their Crimes! was, that a8 they 
were. Beautiful, fo they were no lef 
aodeft,. “‘Thep were -vidlently + feteed 
oh not.as ifithey: had been to be -carrn 
ed before a Gotrt of Julies, but! asdf 
they: had fallen: isitd the' Hands of Rob! 
bers, yet . there Wai rio Agcufer to- hy 
any. thing to thelr Charge. Batia Few 
— avas found out, who being wondentned 
for-fome other Crimes, Roped ‘to Ob 
“tain-his Pardoiby becoining a'fille 
Witnef “‘againft zhen. "Fhe ‘Judge - 
who. condemned’ therti ‘upon this Evi- 
dence,. carried theth out of Town | 
their Exccution with a “Guard; for 
he:  was:tafraid © that “*hé théuld! have 
beta .fonel si alla 
ee | 7° 


» gedy was acted at Nice. The Fes 


being put to the Torture,” was forced’ 


7 TN eee — 


‘were beaten by the 


mere forcéd to. abandon them ; 


t 
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to accufé the Women‘as he had been, 
inftructed : and when they offered to 
fay any thing for themfélves, they 

“Tormenters ; “b 
that notwithftanding their Innocence, 
they were condemned, There was a 
Sfeat Lamentation raiféd upop ‘this, 


not only by the Husband of -one ae 
_ them, to whom his Wife was extream 


dear, but by all the Multitude, that fo 


unuftial a Spectacle had brought toge- 


ther: and 0. ar rehenlive. the 
Judges of : die” Peoples’ chee force 
for refcuing thofe Perfons out of their 
Hands, that there was drawn about 
them a Body of ‘Archers, 
of the lightly armed” Souldrers :.-and 


with: this Guard were they led out te 
‘Execution. . Nor was. 


as there any ‘care 
taken of their Burial, or theiServants 


a 


3 ys 


fome of their Friends ‘moved with 
Compatiion, came fecretly and burigd 
‘thém.” The Adulterous Few: had not 


the. Pardon that was premifed him, fo 


\ 


dieing that he was to be ‘hanged, 5 
ae 7 dif- 


> and others 


—_ 
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| Giovered. all this Myftery, and, wich 


Eig laft ‘ breath “he declared to all, that 
Were looking ‘on, that the Women had 
Neild Oust: we ae ra 
“-XTL "The Empres ‘being now ba- 
nifhéed ‘to the Deferts of Syria, found 


“A feéret way of acquainting her Father 


Didclerian with «her Condition. He 
pon that feat to Maximin, and defired 
hat ‘his Daiighter ‘might be fent to — 
him’; but’ tho’ he ‘repeated this over 
and over ‘again, all was without ef- - 
edt : ‘So after all, he fent a Kinjman of 
his ‘own,’ that’ was’ an. Officer of the 
ef Loge ete lg HSL ‘; gre: RP ie ae | 
“Army, i a high Poft, and. in great Cre- - 
Yid, to whoni ‘he’ gave .in charie, to 

‘put'Maxiinin in’ tind of the Obliga 
tions that he had received frorh him : 
“but this “Interceffion Was as ineffectual 


. lasthe brhershad forierly. been. — 


7 


° 


SS RLAE Ar this tliné Conftantine'gave 


Order that the’ Statues’ of Maximian the 
“Pidér, fhovld “be ‘every’ where pulled . 
“down, and that fich Pictures’ or Fie . 
“putes of him,’as had been’ any where 
‘fet up, fhould be‘tetnoved.- Now Dio- 
Selerians Statues “atid His bein _always 
‘coupled ‘together,’ ‘the Difgrace’ of the 
; 2 gee We ee Sah ee : oe i a one 


| 
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' ane drew the others likewife after it. 
| Diocletian fecing this Affront put on his 
| Statues, which no Emperour'sefore him 


had ever feen done in his own time, 
aad being now over-charged with this 
» wedeubling of Grief, he refolved to 
_ put an end to his Life He was in a. 
perpetual Uneafine, and could neither 


| eat nor fleep. He was heard to figh 


and groan continually, and was -feen 
oft to weep ; and to be tumbling fome- 


~ thmeson his Bed, and fometimes on the __ 7 


— Thus he aa had reigned 

- over. the Roman Empire for twenty years, 

was now £0 cak.d Den eauad, 

on he dyed partly of Hunger, and | part- 
— Anguith of Spirit, 

There was only one of the 
erg of God now left alive, name- 
ly Maximiz, whole Fall and Death 
camesto. be related in the next place. 
‘He bare. a great Envy to Leoiwine ever 
fmce he‘had been . preferred by Adexi- 
mian.two hintfelf; and though he had — 
- lately entered into.an Alliagce withhim, — 
~ yet when he heard that Licizins wasen- 
| PRE hins(elfinto aftraiter Alliance, 

Conflantine , and . was going. to 
“ny his Sifter, he concluded that this 


~ Union 
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Union of thofe tq Emperours , mutt ‘ 
. certainly be fatal to himfelf ; So he fent. 

fecretly to Rome, and- writ vety .kind-: 

ly to Maxentius, defiring his Alliance .; 
-and Friendfhip, which Maxentius em-_ 
‘braced very readily , asif it had been- 
foraewhat fent him from Heaven; for_ 
he had declared War again{t Conften- 
tine, upon the pretence of Revenging. 
his Fathers Blood. From this fome have, — 
imagined , that the Father had ouly. 
- pretended to fall out with his Som, chat _ 
he might have the more Credit with. 
-the other Emperours ; and by that means 
‘ find an occafion of Deftroying them - 
all;that fo He and his Son might have the. 
whole Empire between them: but this, 
is a Miftake ; for it is certain, that Ma-:. 
ximian the Elder had a mind to deftroy... 
his Son wath the reft,and that when this. 
was done, he intended-that Diocletian &._ 

he fhould again re-aflume the Empire. . 

XLIV. Now the War was begun. . 
between Maxentius and Conftantine, 
‘Which Maxentius managed by his Ge- 
nerals , ere pce cor ftir out of 
Ronse himfelf; havinghad a, Refponfe, 
that whenfoever . use out of the. 
«Gates of Reme, he fhould mag od 


eee 
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had much the better Army : forhe had’ 

~ not only thofé Troops that had aban-. 
~ doned Severus, but likewifé others’ that 
he’ had‘ brought together ‘out of Man 
 wtanme and Italy. The two Armies 
: fought, ‘and Maxentiuss had the bet-. 
> yet Conftantine did not-for that lofe 
ae but having tefolved to put all 

to hazard; he pilen ht onto the Gates’ - 
of : Romie, "and pofted “his Army’ at the 
other fide of the Milvian Bridge: the 
27th of Oftober was now near, which | 
_ was the” Anniverfary. of Maxentin’s 
: tothe Empire: and-'now ‘his 
fifth: Year was'ainio® oti: ConpPansine 


was warned in Dream to put'the: Di- 7 


vine: Mark, the fign of the Cra upon 
_ the Shilds of * his: P soldirs, and fo to 
give Bartel ; he took Care to exéctite 
ce and: ordeted the Letter X with’ 
- the Letrers of the’ Name of © Cir?’ 
| mixedin a Monogranime, ‘to be’ draws 
on all their Shields; and having made. 
this his Diftinétion, he drew out his 


Army. The Enemy’s Forces came likes > 


wifé out, and-ctofled™‘the Bridge, bur 
Maxiinsins himfelf came‘not With them; 
seat drew ( up both in the fame manner, 
Ga and 


e223 
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and both fides fought ‘with great ‘Cou- 
rage, neither of them. giving Ground 


-to the other ; in the mean while there 


was @ Sedition raifed in. Rome, and.an 


‘Qut-cry was. made againft 


Maxentsttt, 
as if he had taken more care of him: 


-felf than of the Publick ; and while he 


Was entertainjag the People. with the 


ftantine coule d hot be withftood 3 this 


put him into a great Diforder , {0 he 


made the Ybilline Books to be fearch’d, 
in which i it was found that the ~apend 


of the Romans was to fnibee 
Day.. This gare ich ali inred hopes 
of Vi&ery, that he marched out in 


Perfon to his Army: .a3 foon as he had 
pafled the Bridge, it was faa. behind 


| him. Upon this the Battel. was renewed, 


and the’ Hand of God appeared, —< | 
the Anmigs, _ Maxentius was heat, and 
when he thought to repafs . the Bride | 


‘he found it breke, and was carried a , 


the croud of his men, that were flyi 

the. sac aad 10. was. dro 
ere, An end being thug pus te the 
War, ¢ lal dae declared Empe- 
| : (repr, 


of rhe Prs are ® » - : , 19. ; ie 


 vewr, wath preat Exxpreffion of - Joy, 


— — i imal ro gc s.-- 


‘both by thie Senate and People of Rome. 
Among “Maxensiis’s: Papers he fotind 


‘Matimini Letters, by which he df 
covered his treacherous Defigns -againft 
himfelf: He alle ‘fav the Imperial - 


| -Shetues that hé had fine to Maxeneiies. 
"Phe Senate did Conflantine the Honour. 


to order--his-‘Name ‘to be put firft in 


‘etder, before the other “Emperours, tho 


Niidt Was claimed “by | Maximin, who 
‘was as much ftruck with the news that 


was “biooghe to him of Romes being” 
tg 


‘thes freed from ‘T'yraanry, as if 


‘Been a Defeat piven HinwdSlt 5 and as 


foori as he heard of the Senates ‘De- 
cree, giving Confantine the Precedence, 
the treated Conftanrine iri a moft reproach- 
fal and-infolent fenne?. 

. MLV. Conflanvine having  fertled 
Hiatters.‘at- Rome, went. dating the 


“Winter to Millan: and thather did-Ls- 


Ben age Fe tN OP SI eee ee ae | 


imines come to Marry his Sifter. Maxt- 


min hearing that they were now @ 


mufed with thé Solemnities of this 
‘Wedding, marcht with ‘his Arny:out - 
of Syéa daring ‘the Water Gold of the 


A itkor 5, dad having tascaffed hs Army 


with . 
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with ‘great Marches, he got.to Bsgbs- 

aa’: for the Seafon was very:, fevere, 
‘and both by Snow.and Rains the ‘Ways 
“were very deep ; and what with Cold 

and what with hard Labour, he loft all 
his Horfe, fo that all along where he 
chad marched, he might have been tra- 
-ced by them; which was but: an ill 


Omen to his. Men: Nor did he. ftop 


within his «own. Limits, but having 
croft the Straits of Thrace, he came 
with his Army to the Gates of Byfence. 

| "Phere was a. Gartifon- put with that 


Place by Licinius for all Events; fo he 
ftudied’ firft to corrupt the Sou/dsers by 


Prefents and Promjfés, and then to 
_ serrify them by threatning them with a 


Seige; but both the one and the other 


- preved ‘equally ineffectual: they had 


‘eleven days affigned them, for adver- 


tifing the Emperow, and having no re- 


turn from him, they bemg difheart- 


ned by the {mallnef$ of their Numbers, 


rendred. themfélves. From therice:he — 
advanced ‘to: Heraclea ; and being ftept 


there in the fame-mariner as.at Byance, 
he loft fome-days-there likewife. + But 


by this time Lecwtins ‘having: marcht as 
| _ quick 
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: ‘quick as was poflible, had got to A- 

| “drianople With a tew men about him’; - 

- - in the mean while Maximin having like- 

| cowife taken Perinthusy which gave hima. 
_ “new ftop, he advanced 1 8:Miles beyond © 
dt, where he pofted- himfelf: he could . 
go no further ; for Licinins had poflefied . 
himéelf of the’ Poft that lay next ta. 

that, which’ was likewife eighteen milé 

..diftant from it;:and’having drawn to- 

*: gether'as great a Body-as he ‘could on 

the fudden, he: marched on towards 

~ ‘Maximin, on defign rather to hinder 

his Progrefathan to enter into action 5. 

for ashe did net intead-te fght,{o-he had 

- no Profpeét of Vidtory;for he had nota-— 
-é bove 30000 men: whereasMaxsmin was 
+ at the Head of an Anny of 70000: for 
' Licinius’s Army was {cattered over a great 

many Provinces , and he could net bring. 

ali bis'Froop together in fo fhort a time, 
 . XLVI . While the two <Armies.- 

. were thus fo near .one another, that it 

_ was expected that the matter -fhould 

come to a fpeedy Decilion, Maximin 

made 4 Vow to Jupiter; ‘That if he got 

the ViGory, he would utterly extin- 
|, guifh the very Name of -a Chriftian. 
ie G 4 The 
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Thenext night an Angel appeared to 
Lictnins im his fleep, and ordered him 


_ to rife immediately, and joyn with hés 


whole Anny in calling on the Greae 
God, aad promifed him an aflured. 
Victory in café he fhould do this. Li- 


_ saius dreamé, that after this he arofe, 


and that the Angel dictated to him the 
very Wordsin which he fhould offer up 


his Prayers. Ard as foon as he was a- 
_ wake, he called for one of his. Secre- 


taries, and ordered-him to write down — 
the words, which were thefe, We 


pray to thee, O great God we pray te 


thee O Holy God; we commit the Fuftice 
of ovr Caufe to thee; we. commit ovr 
Lives to shee; we commit this our Em- 


fire to thee. It 3s by thee that we do live; 
eur Conqucfis and our Happinefs come 


from thee: O shou great and good God, 
bear our Prayers; we firetch ont our 
bands to thee: Hear us therefore thon 


_ Holy and Great Ged. Many Copses were 
- quickly made of this Prayer, which 


were fent about to all the Offcers, and 
all were required to make their Sox/- 
diers get it by heart. This raifed the 
Courage of the whole Arnay, who 


, now 
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now lockt on the Vittory: as ‘affared, 
*Ficé “its wat % ‘Divinely foretold. 
“Maximin’ refofved'to’ give: Battel on 


“the firfkof May; ‘whith was the An~ 


‘witvedfaiy of his ‘domitig to’ the Em- 
piré,, this being -riow' the elptith Year 
Contipleat,” fines he was :raifed-to that 
Digniy‘s'ahd ‘Pris ‘zt ‘etpned,* thar, ag 
Mh xcheins' das Ucfeehed at Rom on_ his 
Unniverfaty, fo Mgxinte ton’ the “fime 
Forttirieon his 3‘ only Maximin would 


theeds ca ag his'own Ruin; for he 


Would“néeds fight the day before it, 


that he might ‘celebrate his: Ann= - 


verfary with: the Move *Pomp,: when he 


had defeated his Enemy. Wher Lis. 


evhius heard that ‘Maximin’s Army was 


advancing, he likewife drew out his, . 


fo that they were in view one of an- 
- other.- There * =f between them 4 

preatand Barren Plain, called Seren.’ 
Bicinim’s Men latd down their Shields, 


and tock off their Head-Pieces, and. 


with Hands lifted up to Heaven, they 


faid their Prayer, the Emperor himfelf 


beginning ».and the Officers and Sol-. 


- diers following him in it; which was. 


pronourtced 15 loud, that the other. 


G5 Aimy 


Oe eS yt eR ee 


xhree times repeat : 
: done;, ‘the Soldiers.. being, now. ad 


ee ee a ae eS a 
~~ 


their Darts : Meximin’ run about on, 
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Army that was to. fall before thens, 
heard the Noife. sol The fuga was 
and, thar. being 


derfully. animated, put: on their: Head- 
pieces, and took up their Shields. The 
Emperours themfelves ; parlied 2 ‘litle’; 
Maximin would: thearken t0..n0. Propa- 
fitiops ‘of Peace; for he difpied “Ly 


- cinins, and fancied that: all ‘his Saldis | 


would have-delerted him, becaufe. he 
was more fparing in ‘his Bounty. . to 
them ; whereas Maximix Was extreamr 


dy profut ; ; and as he. had begun. with 
— Licinius, not doubting, ‘but :that his 


Army would without giving any ftroke 
come over to him,’ fo whenhe had thus _ 
doubled his Forces, he refolved to ” g0 


 againft Conftantine. 


XLVI The two ie drew at 
Iaft {6 near. one: anothers that the 
Signals were given, and the. Enfigns 
en both fides advanced ; Licintus’s ” , 


Men gave the Charge with great Vi- 


gour ; but the others were fo difor- 


dered, and, terrified, that they could. 


neither draw their Swords nor throw, 


all 
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all hands, perfwading Liciniu’s Men - 
to.turn over to him, what with Pre- - 
fents, what by Intreaties ; but all was 
to no effect 5 and being charged: in 
Perfon, he was forced to retire. His 
Army fell before the Enemy without - 
being able to make any Refiftance ; and 
that vaft Body of Men was mowed 
down by a handful.’ . They feemed «to 
shave forgot their. Rank, their Cou- 
rage, and their former exploits ; and 


. the Handoef God was vifible in delive- 


ring them over to have their Throats 
cut by their Enemies, as if they had 


- come into the Field for an Execution, 
and not for a Battle. When Maximin - 


faw that. the ‘matter: went far other- 
wife than he had lookt for, and thar 
great numbers of his Men were killed, 
he threw away his Purple, and put on 
the Habit of a Slave, and fo croffed the — 
Straits ; for now the one half of his re 


- _ mywas deftroyed, and the’ other half 


either fled or rendered it felfR And ~ 


fince the Emperour had deferted his - 
Army, the Soldiers were not at all 


afhamed of ‘deferting his Interefts:: he - 
made great hafte.; forina Night anda 
‘e : a Day. . 
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~a Day he fled to Nicomedia ; and got » 
_ thither the firft of A4gy in the Night, 
which wasan hundred and threelcore 
Miles diftance from the place where the 
Battel was fought: he ftayed not long 
there, but having taken along with 
him his Sens and his Wife, and fome 
few of his Domefticks , he went tothe 
Eaft; yethe ftopt in Cappadona, and 
there he took the Purple again, having - 
thered together fome Souldsers part-— 
~ ly of his own Straglers, and :partly of 
fome T roopsthat came to him from the 


Egf. 3 
SLAVIN... Lieiusue-y efter he had di- 
ftributed a. part of his Army- into 
Qparters, crofled the Straits, and went 
over t0 Bithinsa with the reft. Whea 
he a into Nicemedia, he offered 

_ up his Thanksgivings to God,by whofe 
Aid he had obtained the Victory : and 

- on thethirteenth of June, Cox/tantine 


and be being now in their third Cons 


' date, the following Edi&@ was fent to the 
Prefideut. / -— ., # | 

yy Whereas both I Couftantine the En 
wp Plror, aud I Licsnius the Emperor, 
= = 3 9 had 
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95 had.a very fuccefsful congrefS at M/- 
ov lan, in which we treated of all 
_g things that related to the Profit and 
a» fafety of the Pablick; among other 
» Matters we thought that _nothme 
x could be of greater advantage to 
sour People, or concern our {elves 
‘ more, than the fetling of thofe mat- 
gy ters: in which the Worfhip- of the 
» judged it meet-to allow to all Cér- 
» Aiens.and others, free Liberty to 
»follow that Religie which they 
_ gp fhould like beft: that by this meang 
os that fupream. Resty, . which. dwell? 
» on high, might be. gracious and. 2 
9) vourable to us, andto: all our: Sub- 
» jeQ@s: therefore upon due deliberasi: 
_» on and weighty Reafons, we have — 
» thought ft, that no Man may be’ 

» denied the Liberty. of Profeyfing. el- 
» ther the Chriftian Religion, on any o- 
5, ther, a8 he fhall judge it beft.; thar 
gy fo the -Greae God, whom we wor- 
» Ship with free Minds, may. in all 
»» things blefs us with his gracious: Fa- 
»vour and Prote@tion. ‘Therefore we 
a» Will have you. to know, that wehave 
_ oe ' » thoughr — 
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¢ thought fit to annul all tho Re- 


© firi@tions, that might feem tobe in 
© our former Edi addrefled to you, 
“relating to the Chriftians: and we 
* donow ordain, that every one :that 
¢ is difpofed to adhere to that. Religion, 
‘fhall be fuffered to continue in it 
‘with all Freedom, and without any 
* Difquiet -or Moleftation: and. we 
* have explained . this the more co- 
€ pioufly to you, that {you might 
* underftand that we have given a 
“free and abfolute Liberty to the {aid 


_ © Chriftians to profes their Religion: 


ed this -Li- 


© bertyto them, you will likewife un- ~ 
| ¢ desitand , that we allow the like free 


© and full: Liberty to all thofe who 
profefs any other Religion ; that fo 
‘according to the quiet to which we 
‘have brought the Hupire., every 
‘Man may enjoy the free exercife of 
“ that Religion of which he fhall make 
‘choice ; for we will do nothing by 


“which any Man may fuffer any pre- 
‘judice either in his Honour, or upon. 


“the-aceount of his Religion, With Re- 
‘Jation to ‘the: Chriftians, we have 
a ae * thought 


ai 
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© thought it fit likewife to add this 
© particular ; that the Places in which 
6. they ufed to hold their fembkes, 
- ©and concerning | which there:, were 
Sfome. Rules fet in-a former E- 
€ : dé addreft to you, that have been 
§-purchafed, either from. our Exche- 
© «quer, or from fome particular: Per- 
6 fons,. thall be reftored to'them, with- 
‘ -out any Excufes, or’ Delays ;- and 
: * without either asking or taking -of 
© any Money from them upon that 
S account. We ‘order likewife -Re- 
£ fizution to be made by all that, have 
_ tobgained ..Granrs of,. them, . and. char 
‘all fuch as may have either purchafed 
_¢ them, or . obtained - Grants of them, 
¢ fhall in order to: their being repaired 
by us for:their lof, go to fome-Ma- 
* piftrate, that fo we, according to our. 
“Clemency may telieve them. In. the 
‘mean while, we order you to -take 
‘Care, that without any further De- 
“lay, Reftitution be: made to the Cirs- 
© fians. And whereas the Chriftians — 
‘had befides thofé Places in-which they 
‘yfdto hold their Afemblies, others 
‘ ~ Uikewite that belonged to them as a. 
Body 
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» ‘Body corpordte ; that isto fay, to their 


99 Churches in cotton, and not to- any 


a particolar’ Pérfons antong ther’; we 


 compfehend all thefe unde¥ the -fatne 
-«, Laws and ordet them ‘alfo to ‘be: te- 


x» ftored to the’ Corporations ‘or: Aifém- 
ay Slits Of the Chriftians, and that with- 
5, out'any Frdudot Difpute, ‘upon the 
49 fote-thentioned “Terns : ‘thas -thefe 
so Who teftotd them’ freely, tay hope 


7, to be recbmpenled by “is necording 
» to our Bounty. «In all which mat. 


syters you are’ required'to giv your 
eB moft-elfedtual Aiftarite to’ Fe Bodie 
9 Corprrare ofthe Chrxtians; that To 
7 but Pleaftire may be the more Hpeedi- 
a by-executédsand’by whith we flall-the 
jy More effeQually feeure the spubjick’ 
» Peace. And we willbe ‘hereby affi- 
4, red, that the Divine Favour,of which 


"5 we have bad hithertofisch Prooft, thal! 
_ygalways watch over-us, and: that we 


js our Yfelves {hall be always fuccefsful 
~ as well asthe publick happy. - And 
» that the Tenor of this our Gracious. 
»» Edict may be univerfally known, we. 
»order you to aftix-attelted Copies of 
,-it-in all. placés, that fo! no Mest may’ 
9» pretend Ignorance. When: 


Pe 
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_. When the E&& was publithed, 1:- 
cinsus did likewife by Word of Mouth 
_ €ntreat all perfons, to fee the Meeting- 
Hronfes of the Chriftians reftored again 
- to them: and thus from the firft be- 
ginning of the Perfecution,, and from — 
_ the DeftruG&ion of the Church of Nico- 
mwedia, th the Rebuilding of it, there 
were ten years.and about.four Moneths. 

XLIX, Bue while, Licinixs was pur- 
fuing after Maximin, ‘he ftill fled be- 
fore him, and poflefled himfelf of the 


narrow of Mone Taurus , 
were he built Forss to ftop them up , 
' that £0 it might not be poffible for Ls- 
.@mus to pals them: ;. but he took a 
' compafs to the right hand: and when 
_ Maximin faw that there was now no- 
thing to ftop. him, ‘he fled to Tax/us ; but 
- being like.to be fhut up there, both by - | 
Sea and Land, and feeing no poflibilny 
of eftape, the: Anguifh of his Spirit 
and his Fear, made him. fly to Death, 
asthe only way to efcape from thofe 
Evils with. which God was purfuing 
him. Hefirlt-eat.and drunk te a preat. 
excefs,as is ordinary for thofé tado who 
reckon that it is their -laft = 
: : cy 
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they eat, and then he took Payjén 5 but ' 
his Stomach being fo over-charged’, 
made that. the Pay/on had nota prefent 
ration.on him ; but inftead of killing 
him out-right, it threw ae alm- - 
_ gering Torment,not unlike the Plagues; — 
| By which his Life was {0 far pistes se 
out to bim, that he. felt his Mifery, 
long: ‘The Poyfon began now'to work 
violently on him, it burned his Vitals 


 f@ much, that his infufferable Pains 


a i: oo tet pea ROR EN eae | AE Se 


at we 


threw him into a Phrenfy ; fo that for 
four Days time he eat Earth, which ‘he 
dug up with his Hands, and {wallowed 
, sof his 


it Up-verp: 3 5 
Pain were {o intolerable, that he run ‘his 
Head againft a Wall with fuch foree, 
that bis Eyes ftarted out-of the Eye- 
holes ; but as he loft the Sight of his 
Eyes, a Vsfiem reprefented erie to his 
Imagination,as ftanding to: be. judged by 
God who feemed to have Hn 
Minifters: about: hin all. in. WhiteGar- . 
ments ; at this fight he. cried - out: if 
he had been put ‘to the ‘Tortures, and 
- faid, that it was others, and not he,that 
-wereto blame; yet afterwafds he con- 
feffed his own Guilt, being as —— 
— ‘ forced 


~~ 
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| foreed- td it by the Tiorments that he 
duffered: he called upon Jes Chrift, 
ahd with many Teats he begged’ that, 
dhe -would have pity on him ; heroared 
and groaned as if he had been inwardly 
burnt up: and thus-did:he breath out 
“shis defiled Soul, ‘in the moft: dreadful 
cmanner that canbe imagined: = 
-- LL. Thus did God deftroy‘all the Per- 
‘fecniors of his great Name, both’ Roe 
and’ Branch: for Licinius being now 
| feded. in the-Empire , gave order to 
put both Valeria and Caudidian to death. 
| Waleria had been ftill preferved by 
Maximin, who notwithftanding all his 
Rage aguinft ‘her, and though he faw 
now his own End approaching, yet had 
_ got the boidnefs to put herto death. 
| Gandsdian. was her adopted Son,” for his 
(Matber. was a Concubine of Maxismians 3 _ 
but Valeria being barren,-had adopted’ 
him. . ‘She had no fooner got the news 
'.0§ Maxsmins Death, then. fhe came to 
his Court in difguife, that fhe might ke 
what would become of.Caudidian; but 
he ‘appearing publickly: in Necomedia, 
and fancying that Refpect would -be 
a | appre- 


U 
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sending nothing lefs-chan what. - 
shim, was put ‘to Death: upon — 
which Valeria fled . away immediately. 
Licieéus ordered likewse Severin x0: 


| be put to death. _ He was Seversé’s Sow, 


and was now gfowa up to a mans ABS 
and had accompanied Ms 

his flight ; but. it was- pretended, a 
he was afpiring to the — and . for 
that he was:condemned. Alithef had. 


~ great:apprehenfions of Peirce beg 
mg.oa him as an- iil aian 5: poe Ade wing 


who had refuféd to refign her’ 


_ {rons to Aéeeimién, had refaly ede 
ite inchs -famout.—dveirsne—ordicred Hike- 


wife -Maximias eldeft Son ,-who” was 
* then eight years old, and: his. Danghsr . 
_ that was only feven, and. had been com 


tracted t0 . Candidian ,.t0° be pet:te 
Death. And before that’ was. excound, 
their Mother ..was. drowasd:n:the Ril 
ver Orentes,. where fhe had made . mal 


— ny chaft Women to be drowned for 


merly. And thus through che juft‘and: 
righteous Judgment of God , ‘ail theft 


wicked perfons came 4 filer then firme 
| things that they had: done’ toiothers. 


EL Valeria. her fel€. wacidnéd dot 


in 
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in the Habit: of a Peafae, during the 


{pace of eighteen Moneths ; but was at 
lat diftovered at Theffalacica, where 
both She and her Adwher fiffered. The 
two Emprejfes' were led to the place 


_ Qf Execution threugh’a vaft multmude 


of Spadtators, who -were firuck wir 
the Compaffion: thar was raifed by £ 
Isgnentable aight: their Heads were. 
ax-of and ‘their Bodies weve catt ths 


to corrupt 7 Treat oF tipper 
sar sone oes 
J 
. It #3 ;to bia Jnfinise ‘lies teen 
owe our Thaakigivings ;.-whio -hayac! 
laft vifted the Wail, and has gathered ' 
_— and recovered ‘his Flock, thac.. 


was 
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_ was partly fCattered wbread, and part | 


ly:torn by ravenous Wolves ; and who- - 


has deftroy ed thofe Beatts. "of. Prey, 


that. had peas the Paftures’ of his ‘. 
Flock, and ~hadl . broken . their. Folds.’ : 
Where ‘are now thofe. once Glerious 
and. renowned Names of Jovsns and 


| Herculins, _ that. were. affumed : with 


fo. much Infolence -by Diccletian and. 
Maximian, and that were ‘afterwards: 
derived by them: to their Succeffors! 
God has blotted. them . out, and. ‘railed. | 
them out of the World. - 

Let us then Celebrate Gals Teuanp 


| Sons of Joy :. Let us: fing of ‘his ViGo- 
~ ries, and praife him for them ; and Jet.us: 


beg of -him by our -moft eameft: Prag 
ers, repeated .Day..and Night, that he 
will forever eftablifh: that . Peace: which. 
he has given to. his! People. after ten 
yeatrot War. ee eae ae ve 

, And yowin particular; My nioft Dear 


| Donatus, who deferves tae God fhould- 


hear your ‘Prayers, . Intetcede . earneft- 
ly swith. him,: ‘that’ he “may always 
thew ‘Mercy to his: Servantss~ that: 
he may be gracious and. favourable to 
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| them; that he may protect his Peo 
 ple-from all the Snares and Affaults 
- of the Devil; and that the prefenc 
_ Flourifhing Eftate of his Church may 
“be always preferved fafe and undi- 
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